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quality dips 
after Ganesh 
immersion 


WORLD 


/ UK hands over Chagos 
Islands to Mauritius 
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Women’s T20 
World Cup: 

India ready for 
Kiwi challenge 


British Indian Ocean Territory status of 
archipelago has been in contention for years 


IIT-H staff chased 
by dogs, dies 
SANGAREDDY: A bike 
rider died after his two- 
wheeler skidded while 
he was trying to escape 
a pack of street dogs 
that chased him near the 
Indian Institute of Tech- 
nology-Hyderabad (IIT- 
H) in Kandi mandal on 
Wednesday night. Ac- 
cording to the San- 
gareddy rural police, Yer- 
pula Naveen (36), a 
resident of Chimnapur, 
was working in IIT-H. He 
died while undergoing 
treatment hours later. A 
case was registered. 


Marathi, Bengali 
classical languages 


NEW DELHI: The Union 
Cabinet on Thursday 
approved conferring the 
status of classical lan- 
guage to Marathi, Pali, 
Prakrit, Assamese and 
Bengali languages. The 
decision was taken at a 
meeting of the Union 
Cabinet chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
The Government of India 
decided to create anew 
category of languages as 
‘classical languages’ on 
October 12, 2004 de- 
claring Tamil as classical 
language. p71 


India rejects US 
report on religion 


NEW DELHI: India on 
Thursday trashed a re- 
port by the US Commis- 
sion on International Re- 
ligious Freedom and 
described it as a “bi- 
ased” organisation with 
a “political agenda”. In 
its report, the USCIRF 
criticised India for al- 
leged violations of reli- 
gious freedom. It also 
recommended to the US 
State Department to de- 
clare India a ‘Country of 
Particular Concern’ in 
the context of religious 
freedom. pti 


RG Kar case: TMC 
leader arrested 


KOLKATA: The CBI on 
Thursday arrested a 
Trinamool Congress 
leader and a house-staff 
attached to RG Kar Med- 
ical College & Hospital, 
Asish Pande, said to bea 
close confidant of 
Sandip Ghosh, in con- 
nection with the finan- 
cial irregularities case 
pertaining to state-run 
medical college and hos- 
pital — an angle that 
emerged in the probe 
into the rape-murder of a 
junior doctor. pr 


CHICKEN RATES 
IN HYDERABAD 


KONDA SUREKHA 
SORRY, NOT SORRY! 


Minister retracts remarks on Sam but raises divorce issue again 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


The ruling Congress found 
itself cornered yet again 
after Minister Konda 
Surekha’s derogatory com- 
ments against actors Saman- 
tha Ruth Prabhu, Akkineni 
Nagarjuna and BRS working 
president KT Rama Rao, 
with the severe backlash 
from multiple quarters forc- 
ing the party to ask Surekha 
to tender an apology. 

The situation saw the 
Congress losing the battle 
on multiple fronts, forcing 
Telangana Pradesh Con- 
gress Committee president 
Mahesh Kumar Goud to at- 
tempt some damage control 
by releasing a video mes- 
sage, asking the film indus- 
try to stop issuing public re- 
actions and imploring with 
actors that the issue should 
stop here. 

The Minister’s denigrat- 
ing comments on Wednes- 
day had sparked an immedi- 
ate and scathing response 
from across the Telugu film 
fraternity, forcing Surekha 
to come out on Thursday 
stating that she was retract- 
ing her comments on 
Samantha. However, she 


ACTOR AKKINENI 
NAGARJUNA, WHO REACTED 
TO MINISTER KONDA 
SUREKHA’S COMMENTS ON 
WEDNESDAY, FILED A 
DEFAMATION SUIT UNDER 
SECTION 356 OF THE BNS 
AGAINST HER ON THURSDAY. 

THE SUIT WAS 
FILED IN THE 
COURT OF 
THE SPE- 
CIAL 
JUDICIAL 
MAGISTRATE 
AT NAMPALLY 


4 


stuck to her stance against 
Rama Rao, and continued 
the diatribe on multiple in- 
stances the same day. 
Though she said her in- 
tention was not to hurt 


Samantha’s feelings, the 
Minister unabashedly con- 
tinued her comments before 
the media on the divorce of 
actors Naga Chaitanya and 
Samantha. 

“Yes, what I said might be 
wrong but does the world 
know the reasons behind 
Naga Chaitanya and Saman- 


Congress govt 
resorts to record 
borrowings 


PS DILEEP 


Hyderabad 


The Congress-led State 
government has been on an 
unprecedented borrowing 
spree. Since coming to 
power in December last 
year, it has borrowed an av- 
erage of Rs 241 crore per 
day in the last 300-odd days. 

Currently, the State debt 
stands at around Rs 72,500 
crore since the Congress 
came to power, while the 
market borrowings are at 
around Rs 32,500 crore in 
the first two quarters of the 
current fiscal year. 

The borrowings began 
with a Rs 500-crore loan on 
December 12, 2023, and has 
continued at an alarming 
rate, with loans averaging 
Rs 5,000 crore per month. 
As of September 30, Rs 
47,618 crore of the debt was 
directly sourced from the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
through market borrow- 
ings. During the last month 
alone, the State government 
secured Rs 2,500 crore on 
September 3, Rs 1,500 crore 


Market 


‘ 
borrowings 
(IN RS CR) 
DECEMBER 2023 
Hl 1,400 
JANUARY 2024 
3,000 
FEBRUAY 2024 
3,000 
MARCH 2024 
7,718 
APRIL 2024 
4,000 
MAY 202 
4,000 
JUNE 2024 
5,000 
JULY 2024 
AUGUST 2024 
6,000 
SEPTEMBER 2024 
5,500 


on September 10, Rs 500 
crore on September 17 and 
another Rs 1,000 crore in 
the last week of September. 

The State government is 
likely to raise another Rs 
7,400 crore through market 
borrowings in the third 
quarter (October to Decem- 
ber) of 2024-25. (SEEPAGE 2) 
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KONDA SUREKHA, 
CONGRESS MINISTER 
YES, WHAT | SAID MIGHT BE 
WRONG BUT DOES THE WORLD 
KNOW THE REASONS BEHIND NAGA 
CHAITANYA AND SAMANTHA'S 
DIVORCE? DID NAGARJUNA’S FAM- 
ILY SPEAK ABOUT THE ISSUE? 
SAMANTHA CANNOT 
SPEAK. | HAVE GOT 
INFORMATION FROM 
FILM INDUSTRY AND 
1 WILL SPEAK FACTS 
AND CONTINUE TO 
SPEAK IN FUTURE AS 
WELL 


tha’s divorce? Did Nagar- 
juna’s family speak about 
the issue? Samantha cannot 
speak. I have got informa- 
tion from the film industry 
itself and I will speak facts 
and continue to speak in fu- 
ture as well,” she said. 
Despite the TPCC presi- 
dent asking Ministers and 
Congress leaders to main- 
tain restraint and mind their 
language, Surekha did not 
stop her diatribe against 
Rama Rao, going to the ex- 
tent of even accusing him of 


Lo} 9) 


|  RAKUL PREET, 
H ACTOR 

| _ITIS PAINFUL TO HEAR 
| _ SUCH BASELESS AND VI- 
| CIOUS RUMOURS. | AM AB- 
| SOLUTELY APOLITICAL AND 
| HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH 
| ANY PERSON/POLITICAL 

| PARTY, WHATSOEVER. | 

| URGE TO STOP 
| USING MY 
NAME IN A 
MALICIOUS 
| WAY TO GAIN 
| POLITICAL 
MILEAGE 


murder. Speaking at a pro- 
gramme in Gajwel, she al- 
leged that BRS president K 
Chandrashekhar Rao was 
“not to be seen”, and that 
“Rama Rao might have 
strangulated him or 
smashed his head or even 
buried him.” She also 
handed out threats to Rama 
Rao, saying that he would 
not be allowed to step out of 
his home or move around in 
the districts or even in Hy- 
derabad. (SEE PAGE 2) 

(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 4) 


Mob loots 
AK-47s from 
Manipur PS 


IMPHAL 


Amob stormed a police 
station in Maniputr’s 
Ukhrul town and looted 
arms during a clash be- 
tween two groups, offi- 
cials said on Thursday. 
Three persons were killed 
and 20 others injured ina 
gunfight that broke out be- 
tween two groups on 
Wednesday over cleaning 
a disputed land in the 
town as part of ‘Swach- 
hata Abhiyan’. The police 
station was attacked when 
the violence was going on. 
Prohibitory orders were 
imposed and mobile inter- 
net services were sus- 
pended in the town after 
the clash between two 
groups of the Naga com- 
munity. “After violence 
broke out in Ukhrul town, 
amob comprising mostly 
of youths stormed the po- 
lice station located at 
Wino Bazar and de- 
camped with government 
weapons,” an official said. 
The number and types 
of weapons looted cannot 
be immediately confirmed 
as an investigation is con- 
tinuing, he added. But 
sources claimed that the 
looted weapons included 
AK-47 and INSAS rifles. 
Looting of arms was re- 
ported from various po- 
lice stations in the ethnic- 
strife-torn State earlier, 
but in all those cases the 
areas were dominated by 
either Meities or Kukis. pt 


KTR dares 
Rahul to call 
for fresh polls 


Slams Revanth for driving families 
into despair through Musi project 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao has thrown down 
the gauntlet to Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi, daring 
him to call for fresh elec- 
tions with the single agenda 
of the Musi Riverfront De- 
velopment Project. “Hain 
Dum, Rahul Gandhi?” he 
asked. 

His challenge came after 
anetizen, Olirtudeg, posted 
on X, suggesting that if the 
Congress government truly 
believed in the project’s im- 
portance, it should dissolve 
the government and seek a 
fresh mandate from the 
people. The netizen argued 
that the Congress was 
elected based on promises 
of freebie schemes and 
should focus on fulfilling 
those commitments rather 
than prioritising the river- 
front project. 

In a series of posts on X, 
Rama Rao lambasted the 
Congress government 
under Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy for its han- 
dling of the Musi riverfront 
project, which has led to 
mass displacement of fami- 


NO GOING 
BACK ON MUSI 
PROJECT: CM 


HYDERABAD: Despite the 
backlash from different sec- 
tions and political implications 
over the Musi riverfront proj- 
ect, Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy on Thursday reiterated 
that the project was being 
taken up with a novel intention 
and slammed the opposition 
parties for instigating people 
to stall the project. Admitting 
that some residents were 
against the project, he said 
opposition parties were in- 
dulging in “dirty politics by 
exploiting the sentiments of 
the poor”. 


(FULL REPORT PAGE 4) 


lies. “The government’s 
thirst for demolition is tear- 
ing families apart,” he 
wrote. Pointing out the 
emotional toll of forced 
evictions, he condemned 
the government’s approach 
to compensation, revealing 
that officials offered a mea- 
gre Rs 25,000 along with a 
double-bedroom house in 
exchange for vacating 
homes that families had in- 
vested heavily in. 

(SEE PAGE 2) 


Israeli strike kills nine in Beirut 


BEIRUT 


An Israeli airstrike on an 
apartment in central Beirut 
has killed nine people, ac- 
cording to Lebanon's Health 
Ministry. There was no 
warning before the strike 
late on Wednesday, which 
hit an apartment in central 
Beirut not far from the 
United Nations headquar- 
ters, the Prime Minister’s of- 
fice and parliament. 
Hezbollah’s civil defence 
unit said seven of its mem- 
bers were killed. The strike 
came as Israel was pursuing 
a ground incursion into 
Lebanon against Hezbollah, 
while also conducting 
strikes in Gaza that killed 
dozens, including children. 
Meanwhile, the Lebanese 
Red Cross said an Israeli 
strike killed four of its para- 
medics and a Lebanese army 
soldier as they were evacu- 
ating wounded people from 
the south. It said the convoy 
near the village of Taybeh, 
which was accompanied by 
Lebanese troops, was tar- 
geted on Thursday despite 
coordinating its movements 
with UN peacekeepers. 
The Israeli military has 
ordered the evacuation of 
villages and towns in south- 


Azhar skips ED summons in PMLA case 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Former Indian cricket cap- 
tain and Congress leader 
Mohammad Azharuddin on 
Thursday failed to appear 
before the ED in a money 
laundering case linked to al- 
leged financial irregularities 
in the Hyderabad Cricket 
Association (HCA). 

The former Member of 
Parliament, who is currently 
the working president of the 
Telangana Pradesh Con- 
gress Committee (TPCC), 
was asked to appear before 
the ED on Thursday. How- 
ever, it was learned that he 
did not appear before the 
central law enforcing 
agency and is said to have 
sought more time. 


The ED, which is 
probing the Rs 20- 
crore fraud case in 
the HCA, had ques- 
tioned former 
cricketers Arshad 
Ayub and Shivlal 
Yadav in Decem- 
ber last year. For- 
mer Minister and 
former HCA president G 
Vinod was also questioned 
by the central agency. 

In November last year, 
the ED carried out searches 
at the residences of Vinod, 
Shivlal Yadav and Arshad 
Ayub. The searches were 
conducted at nine locations 
across the State under pro- 
visions of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA). The ED’s investi- 
gation was based on three 


FIRs_ registered 
by the Anti-Cor- 
ruption Bureau 
(ACB), Hyder- 
abad, relating to 
criminal misap- 
propriation of 
HCA funds to the 
tune of Rs 20 
crore. 

The ACB had registered 
FIRs for alleged irregulari- 
ties in the procurement of 
DG sets, firefighting systems 
and canopies for the Rajiv 
Gandhi Cricket Stadium 
construction. There were 
also allegations that despite 
deadlines, several works 
were delayed inordinately, 
leading to escalated costs 
and budget enhancements 
and corresponding losses to 
the HCA. 


In October last year, four 
criminal cases were regis- 
tered against Azharuddin 
and others for alleged mis- 
appropriation of funds to 
the tune of Rs 3.85 crore at 


Uppal police station. 
Azharuddin and others were 
charged with criminal 


breach of trust, cheating, 
forgery and criminal con- 
spiracy. A city court later 
granted him anticipatory 
bail in four cases for alleged 
misappropriation of HCA 
funds. The former cricketer 
had termed the allegations 
false and motivated. 
Azharuddin was elected 
HCA president in 2019 and 
his term ended in February 
2023 with the SC appointing 
a one-member committee. 
(SEE PAGE 2) 


ES 


Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, on Thursday. — Photo: AP (RELATED REPORTS PAGE 9) 


ern Lebanon that are north 
of a United Nations-de- 
clared buffer zone estab- 
lished after the 2006 war. 
The warning signalled a 
possible broadening of Is- 
rael’s incursion into south- 
ern Lebanon, which until 


Centre against 
criminalisation 
of marital rape 
NEW DELHI 


If sexual acts by aman with 
his own wife is made pun- 
ishable as “rape”, it may se- 
verely impact the conjugal 
relationship and lead to se- 
rious disturbances in the 
institution of marriage, the 
Centre has told the 
Supreme Court. 

Opposing the criminali- 
sation of marital rape, 
which is sought by many 
petitioners before the apex 
court, the Centre has filed 
its preliminary counter af- 
fidavit in the top court. 

The apex court is seized 
of petitions raising the 
vexed legal question. e1 

(REPORT PAGE 7) 


now has been confined to 
areas close to the border. 
Meanwhile, US President 
Joe Biden said he doesn’t ex- 
pect Israel to retaliate im- 
mediately against Iran and 
rejects the suggestion that 
the US would grant permis- 


sion for such an attack. 
“First of all, we don’t ‘allow’ 
Israel, we advise Israel. And 
nothing’s going to happen 
today,” he said. In another 
development, Israel said one 
of its airstrikes in Gaza 
killed a Palestinian who was 


convicted in the killing of 
two Israeli soldiers by an 
angry crowd in the West 
Bank at the start of the 2000 
uprising. Abdel-Aziz Salha 
was killed in an overnight 
strike on the central Gaza 
town of Deir al-Balah. ap 


‘Savarkar used to eat meat, 
was not against cow slaughter’ 


BENGALURU 


Karnataka Health Minister 
Dinesh Gundu Rao claimed 
that Hindutva ideologue 
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar 
used to eat meat and was not 
against cow slaughter. 
“Savarkar, a Chitpavan 
Brahmin, used to eat meat. 
He was a non-veg eater and 
was not against cow slaugh- 
ter. He was modern in a 
way,” he said at an event 
here on Wednesday. “Some 
say that he used to eat beef 
as well. As a Brahmin, he 
used to eat meat and was 
openly propagating eating 
meat. So he had that think- 
ing,” the Minister claimed. 


REMARKS UNFORTUNATE, SAYS BJP 


NEW DELHI: The BJP on Thursday flayed the Congress over Kar- 
nataka Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao’s controversial remarks about VD 
Savarkar, saying the revolutionary freedom fighter is insulted by the 
party whose leaders never ever faced imprisonment at cellular jail in 
Andaman-Nicobar Islands by the British. “The party whose none of 
the leaders ever suffered ‘kala pani ki saja’ even for one day is insult- 
ing the person who was handed down double life imprisonment at 
cellular jail in Andaman-Nicobar Islands,” BJP national general secre- 
tary Tarun Chugh said. “Insulting Savarkar, who was an inspiration to 
revolutionaries in the country, is akin to spitting on the moon,” 


Chugh added. Pr! 


Rao added that Mahatma 
Gandhi was a vegetarian 
and had a firm faith in Hin- 
duism “but his actions were 
different. He was a demo- 
cratic person.” “ Jinnah was 
another extreme. He was a 
hardcore Islamist believer. 


He used to drink wine and it 
is said he used to eat pork as 
well but he became a Mus- 
lim icon after the two-na- 
tion theory and politics. But 
Jinnah was not a fundamen- 
talist, Savarkar was,” he 
said. (SEE PAGE 2) 
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Partly cloudy sky in the 
morning hours becoming 
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with possibility of rain or 

thundershowers 


HYDERABAD 


KLU bags 
awards 
Vv 


KL Deemed to be Uni- 
versity secured 4th po- 
sition for its Vi- 
jayawada campus and 
7th for its Hyderabad 
campus in the EduSkills 
Virtual Internship 
Rankings 2024. The 
university was selected 
as the Best Performing 
University in the South- 
Central Zone for its 
outstanding perform- 
ance in the EduSkills 
Center of Excellence 
programme. The 
awards were presented 
at the EduSkills Con- 
nect 2024 conclave. 


Max. tem: 34.2°C 
Min. tem: 24.0°C 
RH: 73% 
Rainfall: Nil 


HYDERABAD 


BIMTECH’s 
social 
initiative 

Vv 


Birla Institute of Man- 
agement Technology 
(BIMTECH) announced 
the launch of its social 
initiative “Saaksharta 
Abhiyaan” campaign 
aimed at promoting lit- 
eracy and education 
within the local com- 
munities. Through 
“Saaksharta Ab- 
hiyaan”, the institution 
seeks to enhance ac- 
cess to quality educa- 
tion and literacy re- 
sources both for 
children and adults in 
local areas. 


HYDERABAD 
Graduation 
day 

Vv 


St. Francis College for 
Women, Hyderabad, 
will hold its 44th Grad- 
uation Day here on Sat- 
urday. Around 1,000 
students of PG and UG 
programmes will grad- 
uate during the convo- 
cation ceremony in 
which OU in-charge 
Vice-Chancellor M 
Dana Kishore and Com- 
missioner of Collegiate 
and Technical Educa- 
tion A Sridevasena will 
take part. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Hussain Sagar 
water quality dips 


Lake affected following immersion of Ganesh idols 


SOWMYA SANGAM 
HYDERABAD 


The Telangana State Pollu- 
tion Control Board 
(TGPCB) has monitored the 
water quality of Hussain 
Sagar lake during the 
Ganesh Chaturthi festivities 
last month and carried out 
water quality checks at six 
locations around the lake 
before, during, and after the 
immersion of idols. 

The findings from this 
year’s analysis indicate an 
increase in total suspended 
solids (TSS) and turbidity 
during the immersion 
process at all locations. 
While there was a reduction 
in these values after the im- 
mersion, the post-immer- 
sion levels did not return to 
those observed before the 
event. 

Total dissolved solids 
(TDS) saw an upward trend 
at four of the monitored lo- 
cations, including the plat- 
forms opposite NTR Park 
and near Lumbini Park. 
However, the increase in 
TDS levels was more pro- 
nounced opposite to NTR 
Park at platform no. 1 and 2, 
and opposite to NTR Park at 
platform no. 2, while other 


sites showed minimal 
changes. 
Chemical oxygen demand 


(COD) and_ biochemical 
oxygen demand (BOD) lev- 
els were elevated across all 


KIMS, US- 


The findings from this year’s analysis by the Telangana State Pollution Control Board indicate an 
increase in total suspended solids in the Hussain Sagar. 


sites, followed by a decrease 
in both parameters post-im- 
mersion. Dissolved oxygen 
(DO), which dropped dur- 
ing the immersion period, 
returned to near-normal 
levels after the immersion 
activities concluded. 

The study also noted an 
increase in the total col- 
iform count from before to 
during the immersion, with 
a slight decrease afterward 
at most locations. 

Lepakshi Handicrafts was 
an exception, where the co- 


based 


Intuitive join hands 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Krishna Institute of Med- 
ical Sciences (KIMS) Hos- 
pitals on Thursday an- 
nounced an MoU with 
Intuitive, the US-based 
biotechnology major that 
manufactures Da Vinci ro- 
botic systems for minimally 
invasive care surgeries. 
The collaboration will es- 
tablish 25 robotic surgery 
programmes featuring Da 
Vinci robotic-assisted sur- 
gical systems in Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh, Maharash- 
tra, Karnataka, and Kerala, 
with a focus on expanding 
access to advanced mini- 
mally invasive surgical care 
in tier 2 and tier 3 cities, a 
press release said. The sys- 
tems will be deployed in 
key locations including Se- 
cunderabad, Begumpet, 
Kondapur, — Gachibowli, 
Visakhapatnam, Srikaku- 


Teen’s short-film 
raises awareness on 
eco conservation 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Highlighting the far-reach- 
ing impact of human actions 
on the environment, a 15- 
year-old filmmaker Spoor- 
thi Thea Vedula has come 
up with a short-film “To- 
morrow Will NOT Take 
Care of Itself”. The short- 
film was unveiled by union 
Minister G Kishan Reddy at 
an event marking the 
Swachh Bharat Diwas. 

Spoorthi, a passionate en- 
vironmental advocate and 
student at Chirec Interna- 
tional School, has taken it 
upon herself to raise aware- 
ness about the urgent need 
for environmental conser- 
vation through the lens of 
her camera. 

At the tender age of five, 
when she moved to India, 
the young Spoorthi Thea 
Vedula found herself in- 
spired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s initiative, 
the Swachh Bharat Mission. 


Spoorthi Thea Vedula 


Through her film, Spoor- 
thi aims to convey a mes- 
sage that every small action 
we take leaves a lasting im- 
pact on the environment. 
When these actions harm 
nature, the ripple effect in- 
evitably circles back to af- 
fect us, our families, and our 
communities. By  con- 
fronting people with the 
real, personal consequences 
of environmental neglect, 
the film strikes a deeper 
emotional chord. 


The collaboration 
will set up 25 ro- 
botic surgery pro- 
grammes featuring 
Da Vinci robotic-as- 
sisted systems 


lam, Rajahmundry, Ongole, 
Kurnool, Nellore, and 
Anantapur, Nagpur, Nashik, 
Thane, Bengaluru and Kan- 
nur in Kerala. Dr. Bollineni 
Bhaskar Rao, CMD, KIMS 
Hospitals, said by broaden- 
ing access to advanced 
technologies such as ro- 
botic-assisted surgery, the 
aim is to improve care for 
patients across tier 2 and 
tier 3 cities. 

As part of this collabora- 
tion, Intuitive India will 
provide comprehensive 
technology training, cus- 
tomer service and support 
to surgeons and care teams. 


liform levels continued to 
rise post-immersion. 
Additionally, chromium, 
a heavy metal, was detected 
at five of the six locations, 
with concentrations rang- 
ing from 0.017 to 0.041 
mg/L. The location at Lep- 
akshi Handicrafts was the 
only one where chromium 
was not detected. 
However, compared to 
the year 2023, the data re- 
vealed a general decrease in 
TDS values in 2024, except 
at Platform no. 1 opposite 


Vendors arranging crates with stocks of Marigold flowers which arrived for the Dasara festivities at Gudimalkapur Flower Market 
in Hyderabad on Thursday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana 


G 


NTR Park, where the levels 
remained consistent with 
last year. The COD values 
showed a decline at three 
locations, while DO and 
BOD levels were largely 
consistent between both 
years. 

While total coliform 
counts remained steady 
across both years, faecal co- 
liform levels decreased in 
2024 compared to the previ- 
ous year. No significant 
changes were observed in 
heavy metal concentrations. 


Telangana ranks 3rd in talent 


absorption, retention 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Xpheno has released its 2nd 
edition of the Annual Study 
of Indian States for Talent 
Corridors and Talent Ex- 
change Patterns for the 12 
months ending September 
2024. 

According to the latest re- 
port released by Kamal 
Karanth, co-founder of 
Xpheno, Telangana proved 
itself as one of India’s lead- 


ing States in terms of talent 
absorption, retention, and 
growth. The research high- 
lights the State’s positive 
talent balance (PTB), rank- 
ing it third in India, closely 
behind Karnataka and 
Haryana. 

According to Xpheno T 
ve Report 2024, Telangana 
has achieved a milestone by 
tripling its PTB to 20,200 for 
the 12-month period ending 
September. The State 
achieved PTB with 61,600 


white-collar professionals 
being absorbed from other 
States, while 41,400 skilled 
workers transitioned out of 
the State. The State’s active 
white-collar talent pool now 
totals 4.18 million, with 50% 
having at least one year of 
experience. Hyderabad re- 
tains its status as the key tal- 
ent hub of TG, housing 1.87 
million experienced profes- 
sionals and continuing to at- 
tract both domestic and in- 
ternational enterprises. 


TT-NT shopping bonanza: 
Double benefit to shoppers 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The second draw as part of 
‘Telangana Today’ and ‘Na- 
masthe Telangana’ Dasara 
Shopping Bonanza was held 
at Big C store in Madhapur 
by AGM, Md. Yousufuddin, 
on Thursday. 

The first prize (32-inch 
television) was bagged by a 
shopper of KLM Fashion 
Mall, B Raju, and the second 
prize (smartphone) went to 
Mahender who shopped at 
Big C store. The third prize 
was won by R Sirisha who 
shopped at Manepally Jew- 
ellers. 

‘Telangana Today’ and 
‘Namasthe Telangana’ Chief 
General Manager (Opera- 
tions), Ch. Srinivas said 
shoppers can avail the bo- 
nanza and win prizes till Oc- 
tober 9 by shopping at the 
select outlets. ‘Telangana 


‘Telangana\/ Today 


ey 
as 


Telangana Today, Namasthe Telangana CGM (Operations), Ch 


Srinivas, Big C 


AGM Md Yousufuddin and TT and NT’ 


General Manager, (Advt), N Surender Rao at the event. 


Today’ and ‘Namasthe 
Telangana’ General Man- 
ager, Advertisement, N 
Surender Rao. 
Yousufuddin said the Big 
C has special offers on the 
occasion of Dasara and the 
shopping festival being or- 
ganised by ‘Telangana 
Today’ and ‘Namasthe 
Telangana’ comes as a dou- 
ble bonanza for shoppers. 


The Dasara shopping bo- 
nanza has KLM Fashion 
Mall as main sponsor and is 
powered by Almond House, 
while Big C is gift sponsor, 
TNews is T'V partner, S TV 
is digital partner and the 
other partners include Kun 
Hyundai, Harsha Toyota, 
Orange Group, Manepally 
Jewellers, Bank of Baroda 
and PNB. 


Congress govt resorts to 
record borrowings 


As per the indicative cal- 
endar of market borrow- 
ings announced by the 
RBI, Telangana would 
raise Rs 4,400 crore in Oc- 
tober, Rs 2,000 crore in 
November and Rs 1,000 
crore in December on 
seven different dates. 
After criticising the pre- 
vious BRS government for 
pushing the State into a 
debt trap during the elec- 
tions, the Congress gov- 
ernment has now ex- 
ceeded its own debt 
targets. In the 2023-24 
Budget, the BRS govern- 
ment had proposed raising 
Rs 52,576 crore in debt. 
However, the Congress 
raised the target to Rs 
62,012 crore for this fiscal 
year, i.e. around Rs 10,000 
crore more than the previ- 
ous administration. Of the 
total debt target, the State 
government has already 
obtained Rs 32,500 crore. 
Additionally, the gov- 
ernment has_ extended 
guarantees worth Rs 


24,877 crore to various 
corporations, pushing the 
total burden on the State’s 
population of four crore 
people to Rs 17,873 per in- 
dividual. Experts warn that 
these guarantees could 
lead to increased taxation 
or service charges, further 
impacting the public. 

Despite obtaining such 
huge loans, the State gov- 
ernment did not imple- 
ment any major scheme or 
project excluding partial 
implementation of the 
crop loan waiver. Typi- 
cally, government loans 
are used for major infra- 
structure or utility proj- 
ects, and hence, financial 
analysts are seeking clarity 
on which projects, if any, 
have been initiated by the 
Congress administration. 
They caution that if the 
current rate of borrowing 
continues, the debt burden 
could spiral further, leav- 
ing future generations to 
shoulder the conse- 
quences. 
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NIMS 
Physiotherapy 
entrance test 
today 


CITY BUREAU 


Hyderabad 


The entrance examination 
for admission into Master’s 
in Physiotherapy course 
for the year 2024 of 
Nizam’s Institute of Med- 
ical Sciences (NIMS) is 
scheduled from 10 am to 11 
am on October 4 at College 
of Allied Health Sciences, 
behind Telephone Ex- 
change, NIMS. The hall 
tickets for eligible candi- 
dates whose application 
status is accepted, have to 
downloaded from NIMS 
website by logging in with 
registration number and 
password. 

NIMS said it won’t repon- 
sible if applicants do not 
obtain web-based hall tick- 
ets and no candidate will 
be allowed to appear exam- 
ination unless they hold the 
hall tickets. 


Azhar 
skips ED 


summons in 
PMLA case 


The  SC-appointed 
committee was tasked 
with managing the 
HCA and facilitating 
the conduct of elec- 
tions. Azahruddin’s 
term saw infighting in 
the HCA and the war- 
ring groups approach- 
ing the Telangana 
High Court. The mat- 
ter finally reached the 
Supreme Court, 
which constituted the 
one-member commit- 
tee. The Supreme 
Court-appointed 
committee had dis- 
qualified Azharuddin 
from contesting the 
HCA elections. He 
was removed from 
the list of voters on 
the grounds of con- 
flict of interest as he 
was president of the 
Deccan Blues Cricket 
Club while serving as 
HCA president till 
early 2023. 


KTR dares Rahul to 
call for fresh polls 


Rama Rao pointedly asked if Re- 
vanth Reddy would accept such 
treatment if it were his own family. 
“You have once again proved that 
your Indiramma Rajyam is here to 
take lives,” he said. 

The BRS working president 
slammed Revanth Reddy for driving 
families into despair, noting that sev- 
eral individuals had taken their lives 
out of fear of losing their homes 
while others breathed their last due 
to the sheer fear and subsequent 
mental agony caused. 

He criticised the Congress gov- 
ernment’s disregard for the lives and 
livelihoods of the poor, calling the 
demolitions an assassination of the 
poor families’ lives. He said the gov- 
ernment was sacrificing lives for po- 
litical and financial gain, vowing that 
people would remember these ac- 
tions and hold the Congress ac- 
countable. 

Rama Rao said the Musi project 
was costing a whopping Rs 27,000 
crore per km against the Namami 
Gange project’s Rs 17 crore per km. 
“This is no Beautification project but 
a Lootification scheme. The scam is 
scripted and directed by Congress 
bigwigs to serve as their party’s Re- 
serve Bank,” (sic) he added. 


Konda Surekha 
sorry, not sorry! 


Earlier in the day, the fierce response from the Telugu 
film industry saw K Chiranjeevi, Venkatesh Daggubatti, 
NTR Junior, Nani, Ram Gopal Varma, Khushbu Sundar 
and several others demanding that Surekha immediately 
withdraw her remarks. On behalf of the Movie Artists 
Association (MAA), president and actor Vishnu 
Manchu condemned the derogatory remarks and re- 
quested politicians and influential persons not to drag 
the personal lives of those from the film industry to set- 
tle their political scores. 


‘Savarkar used to eat meat, 
was not against cow slaughter’ 


On Thursday, explaining the context in which he made 
the comments, Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao said there 
was a discussion on Mahatma Gandhi's assassination in 
a book release event where he had a "very healthy dis- 
cussion". "It was basically an observation on the contrast 
between Mahatma Gandhi and Savarkar. How Mahatma 
Gandhi was a religious man and how Savarkar was an 
atheist, how Mahatma Gandhi was a person who was 
vegetarian and had a lot of beliefs in religion. Savarkar 
was a non-vegetarian and he was a modernist," the Min- 
ister said. Rao said he drew a contrast between Gandhi 
and Savarkar to show "how to counter fundamentalism 
in this country, how fundamentalism leads to violence 
and how that can be tackled using Mahatma Gandhi's 
philosophy". "If you look at (Nathuram) Godse's phi- 
losophy — because he believed in Savarkar's philosophy 
and fundamentalism, he had no regret of killing Gandhi. 
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120 WC, SA vs WI, 


3.30 pm on Star 
MUMBAI 


Pickleball: 


STREAMING NOW 
Women's 
ir Ind vs NZ, 7.30 pm 
on Star Sports 1&2 
Vanshik, Isha 
bag gold 
y 


Vanshik secured the 
men’s singles gold in 
the World Pickleball 
Championship as India 
ended the Bali leg of 
the global event ona 
bright note, bagging 
two gold and as many 
silver medals. After 
winning singles, Van- 
shik teamed up with 
Isha Lakhani to grab 
the doubles gold in the 
35 doubles section. 
Vasnshik later helped 
Tejas to bag a silver in 
the men's doubles cat- 
egory, and then he 
joined forces with 
Vrushali to clinch an- 
other silver in the 
mixed doubles for 
India. 


HYDERABAD 
Sreenidi, 
Apollo join 
hands 

Vv 


Sreenidi Deccan FC is 
proud to announce 
Apollo Hospitals as the 
medical partner for the 
upcoming | League sea- 
son. This collaboration 
brings together two 
leading organizations 
committed to excel- 
lence, innovation, and 
community develop- 
ment. Apollo Hospitals 
will feature promi- 
nently on the team’s 
jerseys, and will pro- 
vide comprehensive 
medical support, en- 
suring the health and 
well-being of the play- 
ers throughout the sea- 
son. This partnership 
marks a significant 
step for Sreenidi Dec- 
can FC. 


LIMA 

Shooter 
Khushi wins 
bronze 

wy 


Khushi won bronze in 
the women's 50m rifle 
3 positions (3P) in the 
on-going International 
Shooting Sport Federa- 
tion (ISSF) Junior World 
Championship 
Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun in 
Lima, Peru, taking 
India’s medal tally to 
15, which now includes 
10 gold, one silver, and 
four bronze medals, as 
they continued to stay 
on top of the standings. 
The youngster shot 
447.3 in the final to fin- 
ish behind Caroline 
Lund of Norway. 


GOTEMBA 
Krishnav 
tied 12th at 
AAC golf 
Vv 


Krishnav Nikhil 
Chopraa, son of former 
cricketer Nikhil Chopra, 
played a steady open- 
ing round of 2-under 68 
to be placed at a cred- 
itable tied 12th on a day 
of unpredictable winds 
at the Asia-Pacific Am- 
ateur Championships 
here. Chopraa now lies 
three shots behind the 
leader, Randy Bintang 
of Indonesia (65). 
Among other Indians, 
Vedant Sirohi (69) was 
tied 16th and Kartik 
Singh tied at 31st.k 


News from 


SPORT 


India ready for 
Kiwi challenge 


Team hopes star players will fire in their opening fixture 


Se Sa ornare 


For team India, a victory against New Zealand could well be counted as a sign of being in fine shape —tactically and mentally. 


PTI 
DUBAI 


A stellar effort by senior 
stars would be mandatory 
when India take on New 
Zealand in their opening 
Group A match of the 
women’s T20 World Cup 
here on Friday, aiming for a 
strong start in their quest to 
wipe off the memories of 
past near-misses. 

Skipper Harmanpreet 
Kaur, who in all likelihood, 
will be appearing in her last 
T20 World Cup, has been 
witness to several near 
misses and disappointing 
moments from close quar- 
ters, including India’s capit- 
ulation to Australia in the 
final at Melbourne in 2020. 
As has been in the past, this 
Indian line-up is rich in tal- 
ent and, arguably, only Aus- 


tralia have a similarly well- 
oiled unit. 
But the reigning champi- 
ons have six titles in 
their cabinet, and 
India’s is still dust- 
laden. So, what pegs 
India back in global 
events? It seems 
more a case of men- 
tal fragility at clutch 
moments, and the Women in 
Blue tried to address that 
during a preparatory camp 
at the NCA _ (National 
Cricket Academy) with a 
few counselling sessions. 
However, such external 
measures can only be of lim- 
ited help in big tournaments, 
as they boil down entirely to 
flawless execution of strate- 
gies on a given day. In that 
context, India will not get a 
better opponent than New 
Zealand, which is not a fan- 


cied side like its Trans-Tas- 

man neighbour. But the two- 

time runners-up are as tough 
as nails. 

A victory against 
them could well be 
counted as a sign of 
being in fine shape — 
tactically and mentally 
— and that’s a pre-req- 
uisite for India in a 

group that also has Australia, 
Sri Lanka and Pakistan. To 
start with, India will require 
heavy contributions from 
their top guns — the 35-year- 
old Harmanpreet, Smriti 
Mandhana, Jemimah Ro- 
drigues, Shafali Verma and 
Deepti Sharma. 

Among them, Shafali and 
Mandhana have been in ex- 
cellent touch, making runs in 
their last international out- 
ing in the Asia Cup in Sri 
Lanka in July even though 


Indian dentist achieves 


IRONMAN record 


THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 


For 53-year-old dentist 
Flemingson Lazarus, his 
passion for fitness has led 
him to its zenith as he wrote 
into record books with his 
participation in the high-oc- 
tane fitness IRONMAN 70.3 
held in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
He was the only Indian in 
the age category of 50-54 to 
have completed the event 
which included 19 km 
swimming, 90 km cycling 
and 21.1 km running — all to 
be done one after the other 


— and he finished it in 6 
hours, 58 minutes and 53 
seconds. After the win, 
Lazarus said that he is hum- 
bled by his achievement. 
“With this, I have taken part 
in an IRONMAN event on 
all six continents. I am 
happy and humbled as my 
hard work has won me what 
I wanted to achieve.” 

His dream run started 
when he successfully fin- 
ished his first one in Octo- 
ber 2019 at the Malaysia 
Ironman 140.6, then came in 
June 2022 at Finland Iron- 


man 70.3. November 2022 
Egypt Ironman 70.3. July 
2023 USA Ironman 70.3. and 
November 2023 Australia 
Ironman 70.3. 

IRONMAN is a title 
awarded by World Triathlon 
Corporation to a triathlete 
who completes the event 
within a stipulated cut-off 
timing, all done in succes- 
sion ona single day. A prac- 
tising dentist based in Ben- 
galuru, Lazarus was a fitness 
freak right from his school 
days and had won numerous 
medals as a student. ans 
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HOCKEY NEW DELHI CRICKET NEW DELHI 
Savita Punia hails Qadir announces 
women’s league as retirement from 
game-changer Pakistan cricket 

Savita Punia has hailed Hockey Leg-spinner Usman Qadir has 


India’s move to introduce a ded- 
icated women’s competition in 
the Hockey India League (HIL), 
calling it a game-changer for the 
sport. The revamped tourna- 
ment will feature eight men’s 
teams and six women’s teams 
from the last week of December 
to the first week of February 
2025. “The introduction of a 
dedicated women’s league is a 
game changer and certainly a 
huge step forward for Indian 
hockey,” Savita said. 


announced his retirement from 
Pakistan cricket at the age of 31. 
Usman, the son of legendary 
spinner Abdul Qadir, picked 32 
wickets from playing 25 T20Is 
and one ODI for Pakistan from 
2020 to 2023. “Today, Iam an- 
nouncing my retirement from 
Pakistan cricket, and as I reflect 
on this incredible journey, I want 
to express my heartfelt grati- 
tude. It has been an immense ho- 
nour to represent my country,” 
Qadir said. 


India lost to the hosts in the 
final. In fact, Mandhana’s last 
five T20I innings include 
three fifties. But Harman- 
preet and Shafali have been 
a tad underwhelming and 
the duo finding range is im- 
perative for India’s charge at 
the top and middle order. 

It is critical to India’s 
chances as the pitches in the 
UAE, going through a harsh 
heat wave, might not be a 
treasure trove of runs, par- 
ticularly deep into the tour- 
nament. However, the ex- 
pected weariness of the 
track, in one way, will cater 
to India’s strength in the 
bowling department — spin. 
They have only three pacers 
in their squad — Renuka 
Singh, Pooja Vastrakar and 
Arundhati Reddy. In all like- 
lihood, India will only play 
two of them. 


Bangladesh start strong 
with victory over Scots 


Win by 16 runs in opening game of T20 WC 


SHARJAH 


Bangladesh displayed su- 
perb team effort to beat 
Scotland by 16 runs in the 
opening match of the 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
here on Thursday. 

Opting to bat, Bangladesh 
posted 119 for seven, riding 
on Sobhana Mostary’s 36 off 
38 balls and opener Shathi 
Rani’s 29. Skipper Nigar Sul- 
tana made a run-a-ball 18, 
while Fahima Khatun re- 
mained unbeaten on 10 off 
five balls. 

Right-arm spinner Saskia 
Horley was the pick of the 
Scotland bowlers, scalping 
three wickets for 13 runs 
from her two 
overs. Kathryn 


Bryce (1/23), 
Olivia Bell 
(1/23) and 


Katherine 

Fraser (1/23) also picked up 
one wicket apiece. Scotland 
wicketkeeper-batter Sarah 
Bryce tried her best to get 
her side over the line with 
an unbeaten knock of 49 off 
52 balls in the chase, but she 
didn’t get enough support 
from her teammates as her 
side could only manage 103 
for seven in their allotted 20 
overs. 


Scorecard 


BANGLADESH 


Shathi Rani c Horley b Fraser 29 (32b, 3x4), Murshida Khatun c Fraser b 
KE Bryce 12 (14b, 1x4), Sobhana Mostary st +SJ Bryce b Bell 36 (38b, 
2x4), Taj Nehar run out (Maqsood/Bell) O (1b), Nigar Sultana (c)} ¢ KE 
Bryce b Horley 18 (18b, 1x4), Shorna Akter c Chatterji b Horley 5 (7b), 
Ritu Moni st +SJ Bryce b Horley 5 (4b, 1x4), Fahima Khatun no 10 (5b, 
2x4), Rabeya Khan no 1 (1b); Extras: (w 3) 3; Total: (For 7 wkts in 20 
overs) 119; Fall of wickets: 1-26, 2-68, 3-69, 4-86, 5-97, 6-103, 7-118; 
Bowling: Rachel Slater 2-0-13-0, Kathryn Bryce 4-0-23-1, Olivia Bell 
4-0-23-1, Abtaha Maqsood 4-0-24-0, Katherine Fraser 4-0-23-1, Saskia 


Horley 2-0-13-3 
SCOTLAND 


Saskia Horley st +Nigar Sultana b Fahima Khatun 8 (12b, 1x4), Sarah 
Bryce + no 49 (52b, 1x4), Kathryn Bryce (c) b Marufa Akter 11 (11b, 
2x4), Ailsa Lister c Rabeya Khan b Ritu Moni 11 (12b, 1x4), Priyanaz 
Chatterji run out (Marufa Akter/Nahida Akter) 5 (6b), Darcey Carter c 
Fahima Khatun b Ritu Moni 2 (8b), Lorna Jack-Brown st {Nigar Sultana 
b Rabeya Khan 9 (13b), Katherine Fraser c Rabeya Khan b Nahida Akter 
2 (4b), Abtaha Maqsood no 2 (2b); Extras: (Ib 1, w 3) 4; Total: (For 7 
wkts in 20 overs) 103; Fall of wickets: 1-12, 2-31, 3-49, 4-65, 5-70, 
6-88, 7-93; Bowling: Marufa Akter 3-0-17-1, Nahida Akter 4-0-19-1, 
Fahima Khatun 4-0-21-1, Rabeya Khan 4-0-20-1, Ritu Moni 4-0-15-2, 


Shorna Akter 1-0-10-0 


Bowlers guide Pak to win over SL 


SHARJAH 


Pakistan bowlers fired in 
unison to guide their team 
to a memorable 31-run win 
over Sri Lanka in their low- 
scoring opening match of 
the Women’s T20 World 
Cup here on Thursday. 
Batting first, Pakistan 
were bowled out for 116 in 
exactly 20 overs. In reply, 
Sri Lanka were stopped at 85 
for nine. Skipper and Player 
of the Match Fatima Sana 
top-scored for Pakistan with 
30 off 20 balls, while her Sri 


Lankan counterpart 
Chamari Athapaththu 
(3/18), Sugandika Kumari 
(3/19) and Udeshika Pra- 
bodhani (3/20) shared nine 
wickets between them. 

Defending a small total, 
left-arm spinner Sadia Iqbal 
led the way for Pakistan 
with excellent figures of 3/17 
in four overs, while there 
were two wickets apiece for 
Omaima Sohail (2/17), 
Nashra Sandhu (2/15) and 
captain Sana (2/10). 

Opting to bat after win- 
ning the toss, Pakistan were 


off to a disastrous start and 
lost three wickets with just 
32 runs on the board in the 
sixth over. Sri Lanka were 
on top of the game as the sit- 
uation became worse for 
Pakistan with the fall of 
their fourth wicket in the 
form of Omaima Sohail (18 
off 19 balls) in the 10th over. 
BRIEF SCORES: Pakistan 116 
in 20 overs (Fatima Sana 
30; Chamari Athapaththu 
3/18, Sugandika Kumari 
3/19, Udeshika Prabodhani 
3/20) Sri Lanka 85/9 in 20 
overs (Sadia Iqbal 3/17). pr 


Easwaran’s unbeaten 151 boosts ROI’s hopes 


Abhimanyu Easwaran 


takes 


CRICKET NEW DELHI 


Shamsi opts out of SA 
national contract with 
immediate effect 


South Africa’s left-arm wrist- 
spinner Tabraiz Shamsi has de- 
cided to opt out of his national 
contract with immediate effect. 
Since his debut in 2016, Shamsi 
has taken 167 wickets across all 
formats for South Africa. Ina 
joint statement, Cricket South 
Africa (CSA) said the move will 
allow Shamsi, 34, greater flexi- 
bility to participate in various 
leagues around the world while 
maintaining his availability to 
represent South Africa across 
white-ball formats. 


LUCKNOW 


In-form opener Abhimanyu 
Easwaran sent a timely re- 
minder to the national se- 
lectors with his third suc- 
cessive hundred while 
holding the Rest of India in- 
nings together after Mum- 
bai posted a mammoth first- 
innings score of 537 in the 
Irani Cup here on Thursday. 

Easwaran compiled an 
unbeaten 151 off 212 balls and 
laced his innings with 12 
fours and a six on the third 
day of the match at the 
Ekana Cricket Stadium. 
Thanks to Easwaran’s sec- 
ond Irani Cup hundred, Rol 


reached 289 for four in their 
first innings and reduced the 
deficit to 248 runs by 
stumps. 

The 29-year-old Bengal 
cricketer finds himself in a 
three-way race with Rol 
teammates Ruturaj Gaik- 
wad and Sai Sudharsan to 
book the slot in what could 
be a jumbo squad as India’s 
reserve Test opener for the 
upcoming long tour of Aus- 
tralia, reached his century in 
117 balls with a boundary off 
Mohit Avasthi.This was 
Easwaran’s third successive 
first-class hundred this sea- 
son and came at atime when 
his team needed it the most, 


having lost skipper Gaikwad 
(9) cheaply. Sudharsan got a 
start but could not capitalise 
onit, getting dismissed after 
making 32 in 79 balls with 
the help of nine boundaries. 
Devdutt Padikkal, too, 
failed to make a contribu- 
tion of note and was sent 
back by pacer Mohit 
Avasthi for a 31-ball 16. 


BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai 537 
in 141 overs (Sarfaraz Khan 
222 no, Ajinkya Rahane 97, 
Mukesh Kumar 5/110, Yash 
Dayal 2/89)vs Rest of India 
289/4 in 74 overs (Abhi- 
manyu Easwaran 151 bat- 
ting; Mohit Avasthi 2/66). pt 


FOOTBALL DAKAR FOOTBALL COLUMBUS 
Senegal parts ways Messi scores brace 
with football team as Miami clinch 

coach Cisse Supporters’ Shield 


The Senegalese Football Federa- 


tion (FSF) have announced that 


Aliou Cisse will not have his con- 


tract renewed as head coach of 
the national football team, con- 
cluding his nine-year tenure in 
the role. The 48-year-old Cisse 
had a successful playing career 
in France and England. He be- 
came head coach of Senegal’s 
senior national team in March 


2015, leading them to the AFCON 
title in 2022, arunner-up finish in 


2019, and participation in the 
2018 and 2022 World Cups. 


Inter Miami CF have won their 
first-ever Supporters’ Shield, 
with 3-2 victory at the Columbus 
Crew, guaranteeing Lionel 
Messi’s side will finish 2024 atop 
the regular-season standings. A 
brace from captain Lionel Messi, 
agoal from striker Luis Suarez, 
and a penalty save by Drake 
Callender secured the historic 2- 
3 win over the Columbus Crew. 
Inter Miami have 68 points with 
two matches remaining, ensur- 
ing they'll finish the MLS cam- 
paign as the league’s best team. 
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News from 


WORLD 


Top Hamas leader 


om In Gaza killed: Israel 


x 


TAIPEI 


Eight dead in 
hospital fire 
we 


A fire at a hospital in 
Taiwan's Pingtung 
county killed at least 
nine people on Thurs- 
day. Those who died in- 
haled smoke from the 
fire, the source of 
which was still under 
investigation. Soldiers 
from anearby base 
were mobilised to aid 
medical workers and 
firefighters in the evac- 
uation of patients and 
putting out the flames. 
At least 176 people 
were transferred to 
ambulances or tarps. 


TUNIS 
16 Tunisians 
arrested 


W 


The Tunisian National 
Guard announced that 
it had arrested 16 
Tunisian nationals, in- 
cluding children, who 
were attempting to ille- 
gally cross Mediter- 
ranean to Europe. The 
Tunisians were ar- 
rested off Djerba Island 
in Tunisia on Wednes- 
day, according toa 
statement. A sum of 
foreign currency was 
seized and those ar- 
rested were referred to 
authorities for neces- 
sary legal procedures. 


KARACHI 
Six militants 
killed in Pak 


Vv 


Six militants of the 
banned Balochistan 
Liberation Army have 
been killed by security 
forces during an opera- 
tion in Pakistan's 
restive Balochistan 
province. A security of- 
ficial said the incident 
occurred during a raid 
at a BLA hideout in Har- 
nai district on Wednes- 
day. Acting on a tip-off 
about a BLA hideout in 
Harnai, security forces 
raided the area. In the 
ensuing gunfight six 
militants were killed. 


MEXICO CITY 


Six migrants 
fatally shot 


Vv 


Six migrants are dead 
after Mexican soldiers 
opened fire on a fleeing 
truck near the border 
with Guatemala, Mex- 
ico's Defence Depart- 
ment said on Wednes- 
day. The department 
said ina statement 
that soldiers claimed 
they heard shots as the 
trucks and two other 
vehicles approached 
their position late on 
Monday in southern 
state of Chiapas, near 
the town of Huixtla. 


Says Rawhi Mushtaha, two others eliminated three months ago 


IANS 
TELAVIV 


The Israeli Defense Forces 
(IDF) and the Israel Security 
Agency (ISA) Shin Bet an- 
nounced jointly on Thurs- 
day that Rawhi Mushtaha, 
the head of the Hamas gov- 
ernment in the Gaza Strip 
who was also considered as 
Hamas head Yahya Sinwar’s 
right-hand man, was elimi- 
nated three months ago ina 
joint IDF and ISA strike in 
the Gaza Strip. 

The IDF spokesman and 
the Shin Bet spokeswoman 
also stated that, along with 
Mushtaha, Sameh al-Siraj, 
who held the security port- 
folio on Hamas’ political bu- 
reau and Sami Oudeh, Com- 
mander of Hamas’ General 
Security Mechanism, were 
also killed in the attack. 

“During a precise IDF and 
ISA intelligence-based 
strike, IAF fighter jets struck 
and eliminated the terrorists 
while they were hiding in a 
fortified and equipped un- 
derground compound in the 
northern Gaza Strip. The 
compound served as a 
Hamas command and con- 
trol centre and enabled sen- 
ior operatives to remain in- 
side of it for extended 
periods of time,” they said. 

The Israeli agencies re- 
vealed the compound was 
managed by senior mem- 
bers of Hamas’ General Se- 
curity Mechanism and func- 
tioned as a hideout for the 
Hamas leadership, led by 
Mushtaha. “Following the 
strike on the compound and 
the elimination of terrorists, 
Hamas did not announce 
their deaths as it had done 
following previous elimina- 
tions, in order to prevent 
loss of morale of its terror 
operatives,” they said. 

According to the IDF, 
Rawhi Mushtaha was one of 


Nasrallah’s son-in-law 


killed in Syria 


DAMASCUS: Two Lebanese nation- 
als, including Hassan Jafar Qasir, the 
son-in-law of late Hezbollah leader, 
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, have been 
killed in an Israeli airstrike on a resi- 


46 deaths in 24 hours 


BEIRUT: The death toll from Israeli airstrikes 
on different areas in Lebanon over the past 24 


dence in the Mazzeh Western Villas 


neighbourhood of Damascus, a war 


monitor reported. 


The Israeli strike, which on 
Wednesday hit the first floor of a 
three-storey building frequented by 
Hezbollah and Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Corps leaders, left three peo- 
ple dead, including two non-Syrians, 


hours reached 46 while injuries stood at 85, 
Lebanese Health Ministry reported. Five were 
killed and five others injured in Baalbek-Her- 
mel governorate, while 23 were killed and 41 
others wounded in Nabatieh governorate. \ans 


UK charters more planes 


LONDON: The UK government announced fur- 


and injured at least four others 


whose identities remain unknown, 


according to the Syrian Observatory 


for Human Rights. For its part, the 
Syrian Defense Ministry said three 
civilians were killed and three others 
injured in the strike. The Ministry said 
the attack was launched from the Is- 
raeli-occupied Golan Heights. ians 


Hamas’ most senior opera- 
tives and had a direct impact 
on decisions relating to 
Hamas’ force deployment. 


50 killed as boat 
capsizes in Congo 


Women gr 


GOMA 


A boat carrying scores of 
passengers capsized on 
Lake Kivu in eastern Congo 
on Thursday, killing at least 
50 people, witnesses said. It 
was not immediately clear 
exactly how many people 
were on board or how many 
perished but witnesses said 
they saw rescue services re- 
cover at least 50 bodies 
from the water. They said 10 
people survived and were 
taken to the local hospital. 
The boat, overloaded 
with passengers, sank while 
trying to dock just meters 
(yards) away from the port 
of Kituku, the witnesses 


— Al 


\ 2 af ', 


at the port of Goma, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, after a ferry carrying hundreds capsized. — Photo: AP 


said. It was going from Mi- 
nova in South Kivu 
province to Goma, in North 
Kivu province. The rescue 
efforts continued and the 
death toll remained un- 
known for the moment. 

In February, the majority 
of the 50 passengers aboard 
a wooden boat were pre- 
sumed dead after the vessel 
capsized on Lake Kivu. 
“This boat was carrying 
about a hundred people 
when it had the capacity for 
about thirty passengers,” 
the Governor of the 
province of South Kivu 
Jean-Jacques Purusi told a 
local radio station following 
the accident. ar 


Mushtaha was involved in 
military decisions while also 
acting as the Head of Hamas 
Civil Governance in the 


Former PIO 
Minister jailed 
in Singapore 


Singapore’s Indian-origin 
Former Transport Minister 
S Iswaran has been sen- 
tenced to 12 months jail on 
Thursday by the High 
Court for obtaining gifts 
worth about SGD 403,300 
over seven years, from two 
businessmen he consid- 
ered his friends. 

The 62-year-old pleaded 
guilty to four charges relat- 
ing to receiving gifts and 
one blocking justice on 
September 24, the first day 
of trial proceedings, cut- 
ting short what was set to 
be a protracted trial with 56 
prosecution witnesses. 

Justice Vincent Hoong 
said he had considered 
submissions on sentence 
from both prosecution and 
defence but was “ulti- 
mately unable to agree 
with both the positions 
taken”. Justice Hoong em- 
phasised that trust and 
confidence in public insti- 
tutions are the bedrock of 
effective governance. 

The judge added the for- 
mer Minister abused the 
position to accept gifts 
worth about $ 3,13,200. He 
said it was significant that 
Iswaran had made public 
statements rejecting the 
charges as false. 7) 


Georgia signs anti-LGBTQ law 


TBILIS! (GEORGIA) 


The speaker of the Geor- 
gian parliament signed into 
a law on Thursday a Bill 
that severely  curtails 
LGBTQ rights in the coun- 
try and mirrors legislation 
adopted in neighbouring 
Russia. 

Shalva Papuashvili, the 
parliament speaker, said on 
social media that the legis- 


lation does “not reflect cur- 
rent, temporary, changing 
ideas and ideologies, but is 
based on common sense, 
historical experience and 
centuries-old Christian, 
Georgian and European val- 
ues”. Georgian President 
Salome Zourabichvili had 
refused to sign the Bill and 
returned it to parliament on 
Wednesday. It was intro- 
duced by the governing 


Georgian Dream party and 
approved by lawmakers last 
month. 

The Bill includes bans on 
same-sex marriages, adop- 
tions by same-sex couples 
and public endorsement 
and depictions of LGBTQ 
relations and people in the 
media. It also bans gender- 
affirming care and changing 
gender designations in offi- 
cial documents. ae 


ther chartered planes on Thursday to help 
British nationals leave Lebanon in response to 
the deteriorating security situation amid the 
conflict with Israel and to meet the demand 
for a flight chartered earlier this week. pr 


Australia to shift its citizens 


CANBERRA: The Australian government has 
secured 500 seats on flights for Australians to 
leave Lebanon. Penny Wong, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, on Thursday, said that the gov- 
ernment will offer 500 seats on two commer- 
cial flights out of Beirut to Cyprus. jans 


Gaza Strip and holding the 
Prisoners Affairs Portfolio. 
He also formerly held the fi- 
nance portfolio. 


UK hands over Chagos 
Islands to Mauritius 


Retains UK-US military base on Diego Garcia 


LONDON 


The UK on Thursday an- 
nounced a “historic” agree- 
ment that will see Britain 
hand over sovereignty of 
the remote Chagos Islands 
in the Indian Ocean to Mau- 
ritius while it retains the 
joint UK-US military base 
on Diego Garcia. 

The British Indian Ocean 
Territory (BIOT) status of 
the disputed archipelago, 
made up of around 60 is- 
lands, has been in con- 
tention for many years and 
negotiations over its future 
began under the previous 
Conservative Party govern- 
ment in 2022. 

Under the agreement an- 
nounced this week, the trop- 
ical atoll of Diego Garcia - 
which the West says plays a 
crucial role in the region’s 
stability and international 
security - will remain under 
UK and US jurisdiction for 
at least the next 99 years. 

“This government inher- 


For the first time in 
more than 50 years, 
the status of the 
military base will 

be undisputed and 
legally secure 


ited a situation where the 
long-term, secure operation 
of the Diego Garcia military 
base was under threat, with 
contested sovereignty and 
ongoing legal challenges,” 
said UK Foreign Secretary 
David Lammy. 

“Today’s agreement se- 
cures this vital military base 
for the future. It will 
strengthen our role in safe- 
guarding global security, 
shut down any possibility of 
the Indian Ocean being used 
as a dangerous illegal migra- 
tion route to the UK, as well 
as guaranteeing our long- 
term relationship with Mau- 
ritius, a close Common- 


Spike in mpox cases 
in New South Wales 


SYDNEY 


Health authorities in New 
South Wales, Australia’s 
most populous state, have 
urged people at risk of con- 
tracting mpox to get vacci- 
nated amid a spike in cases. 

New South Wales (NSW) 
Health on Thursday re- 
ported that there have been 
433 confirmed cases of 
mpox in the state since June 
1, the largest outbreak in 
NSW since its first case of 
the infectious disease was 
confirmed in May 2022. 

Of those cases, 37 per 
cent were fully inoculated 
— having received two 
doses of a vaccine, 14 per 


cent had received one dose 
and 46 per cent were not 
vaccinated. “The rapidly 
rising numbers of mpox 
cases detected across the 
state are very concerning, 
with 26 people requiring 
hospitalisation due to the 
severity of their symp- 
toms,” Kerry Chant, NSW’s 
chief health officer, said. 

“The majority of cases of 
hospitalisation have been 
among people who are un- 
vaccinated or have re- 
ceived only one dose of 
vaccine. While cases of 
mpox are occurring in vac- 
cinated people, the cases 
tend to be milder and for a 
shorter period.” jans 


“RING OF FIRE’ 


wealth partner,” he said. 
The Foreign, Common- 
wealth and Development 
Office (FCDO) said the pact 
struck with Mauritius 
demonstrates Britain’s com- 
mitment to safeguarding 
global security and averting 
threats to peace and pros- 
perity in the Indian Ocean 
and wider Indo-Pacific. 

It will see Mauritius as- 
sume sovereignty over the 
islands, with the UK autho- 
rised to exercise the sover- 
eign rights of Mauritius on 
Diego Garcia. For the first 
time in more than 50 years, 
the status of the base will be 
undisputed and legally se- 
cure, following a political 
agreement between the UK 
and Mauritius, the FCDO 
claimed. 

“The agreement under- 
pins the UK’s steadfast duty 
to keep the country safe, 
with the operation of the 
military base unchanged, in 
an increasingly volatile 
world,” it noted. pr 


Alcohol 
poisoning kills 
dozens in Iran 


TEHRAN 


At least 26 people died in 
Iran after drinking alco- 
holic beverages that con- 
tained toxic methanol in re- 
cent days. The source of 
the alcoholic beverages 
was not clear in the reports. 

The consumption of al- 
cohol has been generally 
prohibited in Iran since the 
1979 Islamic Revolution 
brought hardline Islamists 
to power. Alcohol poison- 
ings have skyrocketed in 
Iran in recent years. 

In 2020, toxic alcohol 
killed over 700 people in 
the country. Both imported 
and locally made alcoholic 
beverages are available. ap 


The moon moves past the sun during an annular solar eclipse in Puerto San Julian, Argentina. — Photo: AP 
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CIA posts safe contact tips for informants 


WASHINGTON 


The CIA wants to make it 
easier — and safer — for 
people in Iran, China and 
North Korea to share infor- 
mation with the US’s pre- 
mier spy agency. 

The agency on Wednes- 
day posted online instruc- 
tions in Korean, Mandarin 
and Farsi detailing steps that 
potential informants can 
take to contact US intelli- 
gence officials without put- 
ting themselves in danger. 

The instructions include 
ways to reach the CIA onits 
public website or on the 
darknet, a part of the Inter- 
net that can only be ac- 
cessed using special tools 
designed to hide the user’s 
identity. The CIA posted 
similar instructions in Russ- 
ian two years ago following 


The agency posts online instructions in Ko- 
rean, Mandarin, Farsi detailing steps that 
potential informants can take to contact 
US intelligence officials 


Russia’s_ invasion _of 
Ukraine. “People are trying 
to reach out to us from 
around the world and we 
are offering them instruc- 
tions for how to do that 
safely,” the agency said ina 
statement. “Our efforts on 
this front have been suc- 
cessful in Russia, and we 
want to make sure individu- 
als in other authoritarian 
regimes know that we're 
open for business.” 

The tips, presented in 
text-only videos and info- 
graphics, include using a 
virtual private network, or 


VPN, to circumvent Inter- 
net restrictions and surveil- 
lance, and the use of a de- 
vice that can’t easily be 
traced back to the user. The 
CIA also urged any poten- 
tial informants to use pri- 
vate web browsers and to 
delete their Internet history 
to cover their tracks. 

The messages in the three 
languages were posted on 
Telegram, YouTube, X, 
Facebook, Instagram and 
LinkedIn. Several of those 
platforms are blocked in 
China, Iran and Russia but 
can still be accessed using a 


VPN. Authoritarian leaders 
around the world have used 
the Internet as a tool of 
mass surveillance and as a 
way to deliver propaganda 
and disinformation while 
blocking sites and views 
deemed unfavourable to the 


government. 
China, Russia, North 
Korea and Iran all block ac- 


cess to US platforms like 
Facebook, for example, and 
use web access to control 
what sources of information 
users can access. VPNs and 
other tools offer ways 
around this censorship and 
surveillance but that ability 
has made them a target. In 
its instructions to potential 
sources, the CIA warned its 
audience to be selective, as 
their well-being could de- 
pend on choosing the right 
programme. ap 
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NEW DELHI 
Internship 
scheme 

va 


The government on 
Thursday rolled out the 
internship programme 
on a pilot basis that will 
provide a total annual 
financial assistance of 
Rs 66,000 to those in 
the age group of 21-24 
years, and aim to cover 
one crore youth over 
five years. 

Under the pilot project, 
which is estimated to 
cost around Rs 800 
crore, the internship 
will start on December 
2 and expects to cover 
1.25 lakh candidates in 
the current financial 
year ending March 
2025, government 
sources said. 


Become an Life Insurance Advisor with 
TATA-AIA. Work from anywhere 100% 
Digitally. Unlimited Income, Growth & Inter- 
national Trips Every Month. Part Time / Full 


Time. Call/WhatsApp: 9505931826, 
(1T-8398) 


CHANGE OF NAME 
|, Katta vasantha W/o. Katta Vijender R/o 
HNo: 1-6-55/3, near babu complex, 
Chaitanyapuri, HYDERABAD-500060, TS 


changed my name as "NAKKA VASANTHA" 
(TT-PAR) 


|, AYESHA FATHIMA BEGUM, Resident Of HNo, 9-3-58/46, 
Moti Darwaza, Near Shangirla School, MD. Line, Golconda, 
Hyderabad-500008 Telangana, | Have Change Of My Name 


‘As"AYESHA FATIMA, W/o, MOHAMMED SHAFI UDDIN." 
(17-8397] 


|, KIRAN KUMAR RAYAPUDI, R/o. 9-1-364/B/48, SRI 
LAKSHMI NILAYAM, FIRST FLR, Nr. VIDYANIKETHAN SCHOOL, 
Gandhi Nagar Bapughat Langerhouse, Hyd-500008. TS, 


Changed My Name As "RAYAPUDI KIRAN KUMAR 
(17-8397) 


1, KOGANTI PADMAJA, R/o. H.No.1-19-79/90. 
AYODHYA NAGAR. KAPRA, Hyd-500062. 
TS. Changed My Name As "GOTTIPATI 
PADMAJA. W/o. GOTTIPATI PURNA CHAND. 

(77-8397) 


1, SAJEDA BEGUM R/o. HNo. 12-2-417/C/ 
29/2, Viswas Nagar Priya Colony, Gudi- 
malkapur Hyd - TS. Changed My Name to 


SAJIDA BEGUM W/o. Noor Mohammed 
(17-8397) 


1, HUMERA BEGUM R/o.H.No.5-5-707, 
Goshamahal Hindi Nagar Nampally Hyd 
-500012, TS Changed My Name to 


HUMAIRA BEGUM W/o. MOHD ISMAIL 
(77-8397) 


I, PMANJULA R/o. HNo.10-01-65/1/A, Trimurthi 
Colony, Lingojiguda , Saroornagar, RCK -R.R 
-500035, TS Changed my name as UNKAMGARI 


NIKITHA W/o. Unkamgari Naveen 
(17-8397) 


|, DAKANAGARI UMARANI, W/o, DAKANAGARI NARENDER 
REDDY, R/o.P.No. 10, Annapurna Nagar Cly, Uppal Cy'bad 
~ 500039 TS. Changed My Name to DAKANNAGARI 
UMAREDDY W/o. DAKANNAGARI MAREN REDDY 


|, RUDRAKASH GOYAL R/o. 1-2-46, Happy 
Living Appts. Gaganmahal, Himayath Nagar, HYD 
TS-500029, Changed My Name to RUDHRAKSH 


AGARWAL S/o. VIJENDER KUMAR GOYAL 
(77-8397) 


|, BHADRESH PATEL R/o. P.No.20 & 21, F.No.104, SS 
CHANDRALA ENCLAVE, Margadarshini Cly, Rasoolpura 
Sec'bad-500003, TS. changed my name as 
BHADRESHBIPIN PATEL S/o. BIPIN CHANDRA PATEL. 

(17-8397) 


|, JAGSIDHBHAI P/o. P.No.20 & 21, F.No.104, SS CHANDRALA 
ENCLAVE, Margadarshini Cly Rasoolpura Sec'bad- 
500003, TS. changed my name as AMIN JAGDISHBHAI 


BHULABHAI S/o. BHULABAI BHAILALBHAI AMIN. 
(17-8397) 


|, ANREDDI RAGHUPATHI REDDY S/o, ANREDDY 
YADAVA REDDY, R/o. 12-108/1, HANUMAN VADA, 
Kolan paka, Dist Yadadri -508101, TS Changed 
My Name to ANREDDY RAGHUPATIN REDDY 


|, MOHAMMAD NAYEEMUDDIN R/o.9-64/11, Markandeya 
Cly, Sultanabad, Ramagundem- Peddapalli-505185, 
TS. changed my name as MOHAMMAD 
SABEERUDDIN S/o. MOHAMMAD MUNEERUDDIN. 
(17-8397} 
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Pawan for Sanatana 
Dharma board 


TIRUPATI 


A legislation and a national 
board for the protection of 
Sanatana Dharma are the key 
demands in the Varahi decla- 
ration passed at a public 
meeting addressed by 
Andhra Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan 

The public meeting organ- 
ised in the wake of the row 
over the alleged adulteration 
of Tirumala Laddu de- 
manded that secularism must 
be upheld in a manner that 
ensures uniform response to 
any threat or harm caused to 
any religion or faith. 

“A strong national Act is 
required to protect Sanatana 
Dharma and prevent actions 
that harm its beliefs. This Act 
should be enacted immedi- 
ately and uniformly enforced 
across the nation,” reads the 
declaration. 

“A Sanatana Dharma Pro- 
tection Board should be es- 
tablished at both the national 
and State levels to oversee 
the implementation of this 
Act. Annual funds must be al- 


CLASSIFIED 


|, PUTTAPARTHI RAJ KUMAR R/o, H.No, 7-5- 
74, VIDYA NAGAR, JAGITYAL, Dist Telangana. 
Have Changed My Name As POTTAVATHINI 
RAJ KUMAR S/o, POTTAVATHINI ANANDAM. 

(1T-8397) 


|, Mohammed Sikandar S/o Mohammed 
Samad, R/o: 3-6-56/MRPH/4,Janachaitanya 
Colony F3 Rajendera nagar Rangareddy Has 


Changed My Name as Mohammed Sikander 
(17-8397) 


|, KALAMMA AVULA, R/o: H.No: 4-108, YADAVA 
COLONY, TADAKAMALLA, MIRYALAGUDA, And 
NALGONDA- 508217. CHANGED MY NAME AS KALAVATHI 


BATHULA. W/o. LINGA REDDY BATHULA. 
(77-8317 


|, VATTAM MAHESH KUMAR, R/o: H.No: 16-2- 
705/1/10, PROFESSORS COLONY, MALAKPET, 
HYDERABAD-500036. CHANGED MY NAME AS 


VATTAM MAHESH. S/o. VATTAM RAMESH BABU. 
(77-8317) 


|, Mohamed Jaffar H.No:9-8-429/2, Room 
No:202, chota bazar, Golconda, Hyd, TS. 
My Wife Name wrongly mentioned in my 
passport no-J4225514 as Ruksana Banoo 
Mohamed Jaffar, my wife Correct Name 


is Ruksana Begum Mohamed Jaffar. 
(77-8271) 


|, Abdullah Ahmed Sidik R/o. Hn0:33-29- 
13 Lake Ville, APSRTC Colony, Sec-bad, 
Ts- 500015., my name was wrongly 
mentioned as Abdullah Ahmed on my son 
(Afwaan Ahmed) Birth certificate, but my 


correct name is Abdullah Ahmed Sidik. 
(17-8270) 


1, MANIKBAI, W/o: Chandrakant 
Pachal, R/o: H.No. 3-258/3, SRI RAM 
COLONY, BALAPUR JALPALLY, 
JALPALLE, K V RANGA REDDY- 
500005, TG. have changed my name 
from MANIKBAI (as per my SSC 
certificate) TO KAVESRI CHANDRAKANT 
PANCHAL (As per my Aadhar) vide 
Affidavit dt.3-10-2024 duly signed 
by P.Raveendranath, Adv & Notary 

(8271 


1, SHARFUDDIN S/o Late Mohammed Aleem 


397) | Uddin R/o:18-7-423/B/36 Aman Nagar -Bal, 


Talab kata, Charminar, Hyderabad-02, T.S 


Has Changed My Name as MOHD SHARF UDDIN 
(17-8398) 


|, Sushila Bahdamidi W/o. Lakshmaiah 
Bahdamidi R/o: 8-7-13/875/P, TNGO's 
Colony, GHMC Market, Kattedaan, Rajendra 
nagar, Hydrabad, Rangareddy, TS-77. 
Has Changed My Name as BHAMIDI 


SUSHILA W/o BHAMIDI LAKSHMAIAH 
(17-8398) 


|, Vani Bahdamidi W/o. Nagraj Bahdamidi 
R/o: 8-7-13/875/P, TNGO's Colony, 
GHMC Market, Kattedaan, Rajendra 
nagar, Hydrabad, Rangareddy, TS-77. 
Has Changed My Name as BHAMIDI 


VANI W/o. BHAMIDI NAGRAJ 
117-8398) 


1, Mohammed Sikandar S/o. 


3971] Mohammed Samad, R/o: 3-6- 


56/MRPH/4, 
Colony F3 Rajendera nagar 


Janachaitanya 


Rangareddy Has Changed My 
Name as Mohammed Sikander 


117-8398} 
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located to support this board 
and its activities.” The decla- 
ration said that there should 
be non-cooperation with in- 
dividuals or organizations 
that defame or spread hatred 
against Sanatana Dharma. It 
also sought the implementa- 
tion of Sanatana Dharma 
Certification to ensure the 
purity of materials used in of- 
ferings. 

Pawan Kalyan said in his 
speech that he is ready to 
leave anything for Sanatana 
Dharma. The actor-politician 
slammed those criticising 
him for speaking out on the 
desecration of Tirumala tem- 
ple. 

He said some people 
ridiculed him for undertak- 
ing ‘praishchita deeksha’ 
over the adulteration of 
laddu. He remarked that 
YSRCP was punished for tar- 
nishing the sanctity of the 
temple as it was reduced to ll 
seats in the state Assembly. 
He alleged that YSRCP lead- 
ers have not mended their 
ways and that their tally will 
reduce further to one. -ians 


|, Supriya (old name) D/o. Biruduraju 
Narayana Raju & Biruduraju Radhika. 
R/o. Flat no SF1, 2nd floor, lavakusa 
residency, Road no 2, Banjara hills, 
HYD- 34. TS. | have changed my 
name as Biruduraju Supriya (New 
name). Hereafter my name is 
known as Biruduraju Supriya: 


1, M.N Tanishka Vijay (old name) D/o of 
M.N Vijay Ravindranath & Biruduraju 
Supriya. R/o. Flat no SFl, 2nd floor 
lavakusa residency, Road no 2, Banjara 
hills, Hyd - 34, TS. | have changed my 
name as Tanishka Manjarabad Vijay 
(New name). Hereafter my name is 


known as Tanishka Manjarabad Vijay. 
(17-8398) 


|, VEMULA RAJESHWARY, W/o VEMULA 
VENUGOPAL, R/o. H.No. 4-122, Thungath- 
urthi (V&M), Suryapet Dist., T.S. My name 
is before marriage NANDHANOORI 
RAJESWARI and its changed after 


marriage as VEMULA RAJESHWARY. 
(77-3886) 


|, PIDIGE RAMESH, S/o PIDIGE RAGHAVULU, 
R/o. H.No. 15-71/102, Srinivasa Residency, 
Road No.4, Tirumala Nagar, Almasguda, 
Balapur (M), R.R.Dist., 
my wife name is wrongly mentioned as 
ASHA PIDIGE instead of correct name is ASHA 


DANDE. Change my wife's name as ASHA DANDE. 
(17-338866) 


|, Vodapelly Srilatha, W/o Vodapelly Srinivas, 
R/o. H.No. 5-71, Vill: Kamareddygudem, Mandal 
Devaruppula, Dist: Jangaon, Telangana State 
-506302. Change of my name RAPARTHI 


NAGAMANI to Vodapelly Srilatha 
(17-11405} 


1, MOHSIN HUSSAIN BIN ZAYED, S/o. 
HUSSAIN MOHSIN BIN ZAYED, R/o 
18-1-350/13, FATIMA NAGAR, 
CHANDRAYANGUTTA, BANDLAGUDA, 
HYD, have Changed my name as, 
MOHSIN HUSSAIN BIN ZIYAD, S/o 
HUSSAIN MOHSIN BIN zINAD 


in my Passport 


-8398) 


|, Vutla Srinivasa Rao S/o Vutla Chiranjeevulu 
R/o. Flat No. F-408, 4th Floor, Sri Prabhasam 
Dynamic Enclave-2, LIG, Bombay Colony, BHEL, 
Ramachandrapuram, Hyd-502032, T.S, Lost my 
Original Passport Bearing No: 1558253, Date of 
issue: 10-4-2002, Date of Expiry: 09-04-2012 
issued at Visakhapatnam while travelling from my 
Residence Ramachandrapuram to BHEL Junction. 


If anybody found please Cont: 9440146994, 
(17-8316) 


1, PURI SWAYAM PRAKASH S/o. PURI 
CHINNA BALRAJU_ R/o. Flat No. 
408, B Block, TNR Sulakshana, Laxmi- 
narasimhapuri Colony, Hastinapuram, 
Rangareddy District, | have lost the 
Original Sale Deed bearing Registered 
Document No. 1608/2021, while traveling 
by Auto from Bandlaguda to Saidabad, 


if found pls contact me : 8985800624 
(TT-TNK 


NOTICE 


appropriate enquiries while 
responding to advertisements 
in these columns Telangana 
Publications Pvt. Ltd. does 
Inot vouch for any claims 
imade by the Advertisers. The 
Printer, Publisher, Editor and 
Owner of Telangana Publi- 
cations Pvt. Ltd. Shall not be 
lheld responsible / liable 
for any consequences, in 
case such claims are 
found to be false. 


Investors lose Rs 9 Ler 
amid West Asia conflict 


Sensex tanks 1,769 pts to slide to a three-week low; Nifty slumps 546.80 pts 


PTI 
MUMBAI 


Benchmark BSE Sensex 
tanked 1,769 points to 
slide to a three-week low 
on Thursday as a spi- 
ralling conflict in West 
Asia triggered selling in 
oil, banking and auto 
shares, wiping out Rs 9.78 
lakh crore investor money 
ina single day. 

Falling for the fourth 
day running, the BSE Sen- 
sex tumbled = 1,769.19 
points or 2.10 per cent to 
settle at 82,497.10, its low- 
est closing level since Sep- 
tember ll. During the day, 
it plummeted 1,832.27 
points or 2.17 per cent to 
82,434.02. As many as 29 
Sensex scrips closed in the 
red while only one stock 
ended in the green. 

Market capitalisation of 
BSE-listed companies 
dropped by around Rs 
9.78 lakh crore to Rs 
4,65,07,685.08 crore ($5.54 
trillion). The NSE Nifty 
slumped 546.80 points or 
2.12 per cent to 25,250.10 
with 48 of its constituents 
ending lower. 

Continuous _ foreign 
fund outflows and rising 
crude oil prices dented in- 
vestors’ sentiment, ana- 
lysts said. 

From the 30 Sensex 
firms, Larsen & Toubro, 
Reliance Industries, Axis 
Bank, Asian Paints, Tata 
Motors, Bajaj Finance, 
Maruti, Bajaj Finserv, 
Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
Titan, Adani Ports and 
HDFC Bank were the 
major laggards. 


Nellikallu 
pump house 
submerged 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The pump house of the 
Nellikallu Lift Irrigation 
Scheme, a key component 
of the Rs 664 crore project, 
was found submerged fol- 
lowing recent rains and 
flooding. This project 
under implementation, in- 
tended to draw water from 
the Nagarjuna Sagar Proj- 
ect to irrigate the Krishna 
Patti area in Nalgonda dis- 
trict. The foundation stone 
for the Nellikallu Lift Irri- 
gation Scheme was laid by 
the then Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao in 
February 2021. Works on 
the project were stalled 
after the Congress govern- 
ment came to power in De- 
cember this year. 

Floods in the first week 
of September resulted in 
the submersion of the Vat- 
tem pump house. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
The general public are hereby informed] 
that Mrs. Bojja Marthamma W/o. Mr. Boja| 
'Yadagiri is proposing to mortgage the} 
below mentioned property in favor of my| 
client RBL Bank Ltd., having one of its} 
office at Ameerpet, Hyderabad. in order to} 
avail a loan facility. That the said mortgager| 
represented that he had lost the one of the 
original link documents No. 2286/1994 
pertaining to the said property. He further] 
represented that the where abouts of the| 
said original document is not yet traced 
land thus not in a position to give the custody) 
in favour of my client. If anybody has any} 
claim, right, title, interest or objections} 
whatsoever in respect of the said property 
Imay contact the undersigned in the below} 
mentioned address with all relevant documents} 
within 7 days from the date of publication] 
lof this notice. In case, no objections are} 
received my client will proceed further and) 
accept the mortgage. The claims thereafter] 
if any shall not be entertained. 


SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY 
All that the House bearing No.3-65/A/3} 
(PTIN No. 1256201197) of 864.0 Sq.ft in} 
Ground Floor & 864.0 Sq.ft in First Floor, 
(including built up area and open place)| 
ladmeasuring 96.0 Sq.Yards or 80.25} 


Sq.Mtrs_ in Sy.No.120, situated at 
lLakkaram Village, Choutuppal Mandal, 
lunder Choutuppal Municipalty, Yadadri- 
Bhuvanagiri District and bounded by:-| 
North: 15' wide road, South: 15' wide road, 
East: Plot of Gurram Devender Reddy, 
West: 3' wide lane. 
Sd/- K. RAJA GOPAL REDDY, 
& Associate Advocates. 

Flat No. 105, Sai Swaroop Apart- 
ments, Lane beside to Hotel Central 
Park Hyderaguda, Hyderabad -29. 
Ph: 040-23210728, 9866313940 


JSW Steel emerged as 
the only gainer. “The do- 
mestic market took a 
sharp downturn following 
Iran’s launch of ballistic 
missiles at Israel, sparking 
fears of retaliation and es- 
calation in the war,” 
Vinod Nair, Head of Re- 
search, Geojit Financial 
Services said. “New SEBI 
regulations for the F&O 
segment have raised con- 
cerns about reduced trad- 
ing volumes in_ the 
broader market. Lastly, 
with attractive valuations 
in China, FIIs have redi- 
rected their funds, adding 
pressure on Indian 
stocks,” Nair added. 

The BSE midcap gauge 
tumbled 2.27 per cent and 
smallcap index dropped 
1.84 per cent. All indices 
ended lower. Realty 
tanked 4.49 per cent, 
while capital goods (3.18 
per cent), auto (2.94 per 
cent), services (2.87 per 
cent), industrials (2.75 per 
cent) and oil & gas (2.52 
per cent) were among the 
major losers. 

A total of 2,881 stocks 
declined while 1,107 ad- 
vanced and 88 remained 
unchanged on the BSE. 
“Fears of FPIs and FIIs 
switching to China from 
Indian equities were 
prevalent, especially con- 
sidering the sharp valua- 
tions of domestic markets 
compared to China,” said 
Devarsh Vakil, Deputy 
Head of Retail Research, 
HDFC Securities. In Asian 
markets, Hong Kong set- 
tled lower while Tokyo 
ended in the positive ter- 


People walk past the Bombay Stock Exchange building, in 


Mumbai on Thursday. —Photo: PTI 


ritory. 

Markets in mainland 
China will be closed for 
the rest of the week due to 
the holiday. European 
markets were trading 
mostly lower. The US 


OPTICAL 


markets ended marginally 
higher on Wednesday. 
Foreign Institutional In- 
vestors (FIIs) offloaded 
equities worth Rs 5,579.35 
crore on Tuesday, accord- 
ing to exchange data. 


ILLUSION 


World shares 
dip, Yen 
weakens 
against dollar 


TOKYO: World shares 
were mostly lower on 
Thursday after US 
stocks stalled as in- 
vestors awaited de- 
velopments in the 
Middle East. 

Germany's DAX 
shed 0.7% to 
19,026.36 while the 
CAC 40 in Paris gave 
up 0.8% to 7,514.49. 
In London, the FTSE 
100 gained 0.2% to 
8,307.45. 

The futures for the 
S&P 500 and the Dow 
Jones Industrial Aver- 
age were down 0.4%. 
The US dollar gained 
against the Japanese 
yen as Officials indi- 
cated that conditions 
were not conducive to 
an interest rate hike. 
That helped push 
Tokyo's Nikkei 225 
index higher. It gained 
2% to 38,552.06, 
while the dollar 
traded at 146.81 
Japanese yen, up from 
146.41 yen late 
Wednesday. The dol- 
lar had been trading 
around 142 yen after 
the ruling Liberal De- 
mocrats chose 
Shigeru Ishiba to head 
the party and succeed 
Fumio Kishida as 
Prime Minister. ar 


A visitor at the newly opened Paradox Museum in Mumbai on Thursday. —Photo: PTI 
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Probe ordered 
over Thrissur 
Pooram row 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. 


Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan on Thurs- 
day said the State Cabinet 
has ordered a three-level 
probe, including into 
ADGP MR Ajithkumar, in 
connection with the dis- 
ruption of the Thrissur 
Pooram festivities in April 
this year. One of the inves- 
tigations would be by the 
state police chief against 
any alleged failures on the 
part of ADGP Ajithkumar 
with regard to the Pooram 
disruption, Vijayan said. 

The other two probes 
would include a CBI into 
the various illegalities or 
crimes committed in con- 
nection with the Pooram 
disruption and an inquiry 
by the Intelligence ADGP 
into any failures on the part 
of the various officials de- 
puted to ensure the festival 
was conducted smoothly, 
the CM said. pt 


Australian international 
student visa applications drop 


CANBERRA 


The number of visa appli- 
cations by international 
students to study in Aus- 
tralia has fallen by half fol- 
lowing a government 
crackdown to reduce the 
country’s migrant intake. 

According to Depart- 
ment of Education figures 
published by Nine Enter- 
tainment newspapers on 
Thursday, there were 
15,270 international stu- 
dent visa applications 
lodged from overseas in 
August, down from 30,703 
in August 2023. 

In July, 18,697 offshore 
students applied for visas 
to study in Australia, com- 
pared to 36,207 in the same 
month in 2023, Xinhua 
news agency reported. It 
comes after the govern- 
ment more than doubled 
the application fee for in- 
ternational student visas 


According to Department of Education, 
international student visa applications 
fell to 15,270 in August 2024, down 
from 30,703 last year in August 2023 


from 710 Australian dol- 
lars ($487.4) to 1,600 Aus- 
tralian dollars ($1,098.4) 
from July 1. 

The government in Au- 
gust announced it would 
cap new international stu- 
dent enrolments at univer- 
sities and vocational edu- 
cation providers at 
270,000 in 2025 as part of a 
broader strategy to cut 
Australia’s record-high 
migrant intake. 

The new data revealed 
that visa applications from 
India the second- 
biggest source country for 
international students in 
Australia — fell by 66.4 
per cent from a combined 


13,047 in July and August 
2023 to 4,383 in the same 
period in 2024. Applica- 
tions from the Philippines 
fell from 5,126 to 849 and 
those from Pakistan from 
4,234 to 616. 

Visa applications from 
China — the largest source 
country of international 
students in Australia — 
fell by less than 10 per cent 
between 2023 and 2024. 

The peak body for uni- 
versities, | Universities 
Australia, in August, 
warned that the govern- 
ment’s proposed student 
cap would cost the na- 
tion’s economy billions of 
dollars. ians 
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TIRUCHIRAPPALLI 
Hoax bomb 
threat 

Bf 


Nine educational insti- 
tutions here received 
an email on Thursday 
claiming that bombs 
had been planted on 
their premises and the 
threat turned out to be 
a hoax following 
searches, police said. 
After seeing the email, 
the management of 
Manapparai-based 
Campion School im- 
mediately informed 
police. A bomb detec- 
tion and disposal 
squad searched the 
school premises and 
later carried out 
searches in other insti- 
tutions that received 
similar mail. 


IMPHAL 


Abducted 


youth freed 
a 


A mob looted a large 
cache of arms and am- 
munition from a police 
station in Manipur’s 
Ukhrul district soon 
after a clash between 
two Naga villages in 
which three people 
were killed and 30 oth- 
ers injured, officials 
said on Thursday. 

The clash and the loot- 
ing took place on 
Wednesday in the 
Ukhrul district and 
among those killed in- 
cluded a Manipur Ri- 
fles trooper. The offi- 
cials said the villagers 
even engaged ina gun 
battle over a boundary 
dispute. 


NEW DELHI 
Assumes 


charge 
V7 


Air Marshal SP 
Dharkar, an accom- 
plished fighter pilot 
with 3,600 hours of fly- 
ing experience, on 
Thursday assumed 
charge as Vice Chief of 
the Air Staff. He suc- 
ceeds Air Chief Mar- 
shal Amar Preet Singh 
who became the Chief 
of Air Staff on Septem- 
ber 30. Air Marshal 
Dharkar has flown vari- 
ous types of fighter 
jets and trainer aircraft 
and commanded a 
MiG-27 squadron. He is 
an experienced quali- 
fied flying instructor, 
fighter strike leader 
and instrument rating 
instructor. 


Group-IV, 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Protests rocked the Telan- 
gana Public Service Com- 
mission (TGPSC) and 
Gandhi Bhavan here on 
Thursday with junior lec- 
turer and Group-IV job aspi- 
rants staging a demonstra- 
tion. 

The junior lecturer job as- 
pirants tried to besiege the 
TGPSC office in Nampally 
demanding the release of 
final results of the recruit- 
ment examination. They 
wanted the Commission to 
expedite the — selection 
process and complete it be- 
fore Dasara. 

The Commission had re- 
leased the notification for 
recruitment to 1,392 junior 
lecturer posts in 2022, the 
exams were conducted last 
year and certificate verifica- 
tion was also completed. 
However, the candidates 
lamented that the TGPSC 
did not notify the final 
results. 

The candidates wanted 
the government to initiate 
steps and ensure that ap- 


News from 


NATION 


SC strikes down 
caste bias in jails 


Directs 11 States to amend prison manuals within three months 


PTI 
NEW DELHI 


The Supreme Court on 
Thursday set aside caste- 
based discriminatory provi- 
sions of prison manuals of 
around 11 States while dep- 
recating the practice of dis- 
tribution of work and segre- 
gation of prisoners in 
separate wards on basis of 
their castes. 

“State has a positive obli- 
gation to prevent such dis- 
criminations,” a Bench com- 
prising Chief Justice DY 
Chandrachud and Justices 
JB Pardiwala and Manoj 
Misra held while issuing a 
slew of directions to abolish 
caste-based discrimination 
inside jails.It also directed 
the States to amend their 
prison manuals within three 
months. “All such provi- 
sions are held to be uncon- 
stitutional. All the States are 
directed to make changes 
(in prison manuals) in ac- 
cordance with judgment”. 

“The references to habit- 
ual offenders shall be in ref- 
erence to the habitual of- 
fender legislations and all 
such references of habitual 
offenders in State prison 
manuals are declared as un- 
constitutional if they are 
based on castes,” the CJI 
said while pronouncing the 
verdict in a packed court- 
room. 

The top court also took 
suo motu (on its own) cog- 
nizance of the instances of 
caste-based discrimination 
inside prisons and directed 
the apex court registry to list 


© 


We have said that the criminal 
laws of the colonial era impacts 


even the post colonial period...the 
constitutional laws must uphold equality 
and dignity of citizens 
— DY CHANDRACHY, Chief Justice 


it with a title of ‘In re: Dis- 
crimination Inside Prisons” 
after three months. It asked 
States to submit compliance 
report of the judgment. 

At the outset, the CJI said 
the PIL challenged the pro- 
visions of State prison man- 
uals on the grounds of them 
being discriminatory. The 
CJI said there are divisions 
of manual labour, barracks 
inside jails in some States on 
the basis of identity of the 
prisoners. “We have said 
that the criminal laws of the 
colonial era impacts even 
the post colonial period...the 
constitutional laws must up- 
hold equality and dignity of 
citizens,” he said. 

“We have also dealt (in 
the judgement) with the 
concept of emancipation, 
equality and the fight against 
caste-based discrimination 
and said it cannot be won 
overnight,” he said. This 
court is making a contribu- 
tion to the ongoing struggle 
against caste- based dis- 
crimination and the judge- 
ment has dealt with aspects 
of non-_ discrimination 
under Article 14 (right to 
equality) under the Consti- 
tution, the CJI said. 

Based on the analysis of 


the judgment certain anti- 
discrimination _ principles 
emerge and such instances 
can be both “direct, indi- 
rect” and stereotypes they 
can further such discrimina- 
tions, he said. “State has a 
positive obligation to pre- 
vent the same and the courts 
have to adjudicate claims of 
indirect and systemic dis- 
crimination...Not providing 
dignity to prisoners is a relic 
of colonial period where 
they were dehumanised and 
the Constitution mandates 
that prisoners have to be 
treated humanely and 
prison system must be 
aware of mental and physi- 
cal state of prisoners,” the 
judgement said. 

The verdict said the 
States will be held liable if 
the prisoners are being 
made to do inhuman work 
and treated inhumanely. 
“Hatred and contempt to- 
wards the castes showed in- 
herent and pervasive bias 
towards such castes. The 
colonial history indicates 
that social hierarchy was 
imbibed in their administra- 
tion,” the CJI said. 

Discrimination against 
the SCs, STs and the de-no- 
tified tribes have continued 


‘Criminalising marital rape will 
disrupt institution of marriage’ 


NEW DELHI 


If sexual acts by a man with 
his own wife is made pun- 
ishable as "rape", it may se- 
verely impact the conjugal 
relationship and lead to se- 
rious disturbances in the in- 
stitution of marriage, the 
Centre has told the Supreme 
Court. Opposing the crimi- 
nalisation of marital rape, 
which is sought by many pe- 
titioners before the apex 
court, the Centre has filed 
its preliminary counter affi- 
davit in the top court. 

The apex court is seized 
of petitions raising the 
vexed legal question of 
whether a husband should 
enjoy immunity from prose- 
cution for the offence of 
rape if he forces his wife, 
who is not a minor, to have 


sex. Under the exception 
clause of Section 375 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC), 
now repealed and replaced 
by the Bharatiya Nyaya San- 
hita (BNS), sexual inter- 
course or sexual acts by a 
man with his wife, the wife 
not being minor, is not rape. 
Even under the new law, Ex- 
ception 2 to Section 63 
(rape) says that "sexual in- 
tercourse or sexual acts bya 
man with his own wife, the 
wife not being under eight- 
een years of age, is not 
rape", 

"Furthermore, it is sub- 
mitted that striking down 
the exception 2 of section 
375 of IPC on the ground of 
its constitutional validity 
will have a far-reaching ef- 
fect on the institution of 
marriage if sexual inter- 


course or sexual acts by a 
man with his own wife is 
made punishable as 'rape'," 
the Centre said in its affi- 
davit. "It may severely im- 
pact the conjugal relation- 
ship and may lead to serious 
disturbances in the institu- 
tion of marriage," it said. 

The Centre said in the fast 
growing and ever changing 
social and family structure, 
misuse of the amended pro- 
visions can also not be ruled 
out as it would be difficult 
and challenging for a person 
to prove whether consent 
was there or not. It said to 
decide on the constitution- 
ality of the provision, a ho- 
listic approach and consul- 
tation with all the states 
needs to be undertaken after 
taking their views into con- 
sideration. pri 


junior lecturer aspirants protest 


The aspirants seek to expedite the selection process and complete it before Dasara. 


pointment letters for junior 
lecturer posts be given 
along with the DSC candi- 
dates. 


Protest at Gandhi Bhavan 
Meanwhile, the Group-IV 
aspirants also tried to be- 
siege Gandhi Bhavan as part 
of their protest demanding 
the announcement of the 


final results of the Group-IV 
recruitment examination. 
The aspirants lamented that 
despite two months into the 
conclusion of certificates 
verification, the final ap- 
pointment letters were yet 
to be issued. 

The protesters ques- 
tioned the government over 
a two-year delay in complet- 


ing recruitment to 8,000 
Group-IV posts when it had 
completed 11,000 teacher 
posts recruitment in just 57 
days. They demanded the 
completion of final selection 
before Dasara and wanted 
appointment letters, along 
with the DSC candidates. 
The protesters were de- 
tained by police. 


and the courts have to en- 
sure there is implementa- 
tion of protective legisla- 
tions and ensure that 
marginalised people do not 
suffer, the judgement said. 
“We have held that the Con- 
stitution recognises that 
SCs, STs for protective dis- 
crimination....castes cannot 
be used to discriminate 
against the marginalised 
ones,” the CJI said. 

There cannot be such a 
discrimination between pris- 
oners and their segregation 
based on their castes will not 
lead to their rehabilitation 
and such a practice does not 
survive the test of “intelligi- 
ble differentia”, the verdict 
said. “We have held that as- 
signing cleaning and sweep- 
ing work to marginalised and 
assigning cooking to higher 
caste is nothing but violation 
of Article 15 (it forbids dis- 
crimination on grounds of 
religion, race, caste, gender, 
or place of birth or any of 
them),” the CJI said. 

The Bench referred to an 
Uttar Pradesh law which 
provides that a person un- 
dergoing simple imprison- 
ment will not work in de- 
grading and menial work 
unless his caste is used to 
do such jobs. The Bench 
said prisoners of certain 
classes will have the right to 
get fair distribution of work 
in jails. 

The apex court had in 
January this year sought re- 
sponses from Centre and ll 
States on a plea filed by 
Sukanya Shantha, a native 
of Kalyan in Maharashtra. 


Modi blasts Congress 
for ‘negative politics’ 


Says party stands for guarantee of corruption, 
casteism, communalism and nepotism 


NEW DELHI 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday said the 
Congress stands for the 
“guarantee of corruption, 
casteism, communalism 
and nepotism”, as he urged 
the people in Haryana to 
vote the ruling BJP to 
power for a third straight 
term. 

In a message on X on the 
last day of campaigning in 
Haryana before the Assem- 
bly polls on October 5, 
Modi blasted the Congress 
for its alleged divisive and 
negative politics which, he 
said, the patriotic people of 
the State will never accept. 

“The Congress means a 
syndicate of fixers and son- 
in-law,” he said in an ap- 
parent reference to contro- 
versial land deals involving 
Congress leader Sonia 
Gandhi's son-in-law 
Robert Vadra when the 
party was in power during 
2004-14 with Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda as the Chief 
Minister. The main goal of 
father-son politics is only 
self-interest, he said, 
clearly targeting Hooda 
and his MP son Deepender 
Singh Hooda. Modi also as- 
serted that Congress lead- 
ers are involved in a fac- 
tional fight. People know 
that the party can never 
provide a stable govern- 
ment, he added. 

People are witnessing 
the failure of Congress 
governments in States like 
Himachal Pradesh and 
Karnataka. Congress’ poli- 
cies destroy people and 
that is why they do not 
want the party in Haryana 
at all, he said. pt 


Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with Ashok Tanwar during a 
public meeting in Mahendragarh on Thursday. — Photo: PTL 


BJP’s Tanwar rejoins Congress 


NEW DELHI: In a major 
setback to the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), Ashok 
Tanwar, a political heavy- 
weight in Haryana politics 
switched loyalties and re- 
joined the Congress on 
Thursday. Tanwar re- 
joined the grand old party 
in the presence of Con- 
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
and former Haryana CM 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda 
during a public rally in Ma- 


hendergarh district. Tan- 
war's switchover from BJP 
to Congress comes just 
two days ahead of the 
state going to polls. 

Even political analysts 
are baffled by Tanwar’s 
sudden crossover. Some 
reports said that he was 
seen campaigning for BJP 
hours ago and he came to 
join the Congress during 
Rahul's mega rally in the 
poll-bound State. jans 


“Won't let BUP spread hatred” 


NUH: Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi said his party will 
not let “hatred” being 
spread by the BJP on basis 
of religion, language, and 
caste win and appealed to 
the people of Haryana to 
oust the ruling party in As- 
sembly polls. 

Gandhi was addressing a 
public meeting in Nuh that 
had witnessed incidents of 
violence last year after a 


Vishva Hindu Parishad pro- 
cession was attacked by a 
mob, leading to the death of 
six people. 

The fight is between ‘mo- 
habbat' (love) and ‘nafrat’ 
(hatred). 

The Congress spreads 
love while the BJP spreads 
“hatred”, Gandhi said on 
last day of campaigning for 
the October 5 Assembly 
polls. pri 


MyYSsuURU DASARA FESTIVITIES BEGIN 


DUAN 


Scion of the Mysore royal family Yaduveer Krishnadatta Chamaraja Wadiyar holds a private durbar on the first day 


Pawar asked 
me to join his 
party: Patil 


MUMBAI 


Maharashtra BJP leader 
Harshvardhan Patil met 
NCP (SP) chief Sharad 
Pawar in Mumbai on 
Thursday, amid growing 
buzz that he is joining the 
Pawar-led party ahead of 
the State Assembly elec- 
tions. Patil said that he met 
Pawar at the latter’s Silver 
Oaks residence in south 
Mumbai. “Pawar urged me 
to join his party and con- 
test the Assembly elec- 
tions. He said he would get 
me elected,” Patil said. 

State BJP Minister Chan- 
drakant Patil said that the 
former State Minister will 
regret his decision to join 
the Pawar-led party. Those 
realising that they will not 
be fielded again (by the 
BJP) for the Assembly polls 
are quitting the party, he 
added. Patil, who has been 
elected as MLA four times 
from Indapur seat, is aspir- 
ing to contest from Indapur 
again. pr 


of Navratri celebrations at the Mysuru Palace on Thursday. — Photo: PT| 


c 
Isha row: SC halts 
police probe 


NEW DELHI 


The Supreme Court on 
Thursday effectively halted 
the police probe into the al- 
leged illegal confinement of 
two women at spiritual 
leader Jaggi Vasudev’s Isha 
Foundation ashram at 
Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu. 

Transferring to itself a 
habeas corpus petition of a 
man alleging that his two 
daughters were held captive 
inside the premises of the 
Foundation, a Bench 
headed by Chief Justice DY 
Chandrachud directed the 
Tamil Nadu Police to not 
take any further action in 
pursuance of the Madras 
High Court’s direction ask- 
ing it to inquire into the al- 
leged illegal confinement of 
women. 

The Bench, also compris- 
ing Justices JB Pardiwala 
and Manoj Misra, said the 
police shall file the status re- 
port, as directed by the high 
court in its September 30 
order, before the top court. 


The apex court passed the 
order after the Isha Founda- 
tion approached it challeng- 
ing the high court’s order di- 
recting Coimbatore Police to 
collect all case details regis- 
tered against the Foundation 
and produce them before 
court for further considera- 
tion. “We welcome interven- 
tion by Hon’ble Supreme 
Court in the case. Since the 
matter is sub judice, we will 
not be able to comment fur- 
ther,” Isha Foundation said 
ina statement. 

Senior advocate Mukul 
Rohatgi, appearing for the 
Foundation, sought a stay of 
the high court order, and 
said around 150 police offi- 
cials have entered the Foun- 
dation’s ashram and are 
probing every corner. The 
Bench, which interacted 
with the two women in- 
chambers through video- 
conferencing, noted they 
have stated that both of 
them are residing at the 
ashram voluntarily and 
without any coercion. Pt 


Jarange 
discharged 
from hospital 


CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJINAGAR 


Maratha quota activist 
Manoj Jarange was dis- 
charged from a private hos- 
pital in Chhatrapati Samb- 
hajinagar in Maharashtra 
on Thursday and told re- 
porters he would get down 
to making preparations for 
a grand Dussehra rally in 
Beed. Jarange was in hospi- 
tal after his health deterio- 
rated following his latest 
hunger strike in Antarwali 
Sarati in neighbouring 
Jalna district seeking reser- 
vation under the Kunbi cat- 
egory for the Maratha com- 
munity. 

“T will get involved in 
holding a Dussehra rally in 
Narayangad in Beed. It will 
be grand and people from 
across the state will attend. 
We will book several halls 
in Beed for those who 
come for the rally. The 
rally is being held on public 
demand to show our unity. 
No political inference must 
be made in this connec- 
tion,” he said. pri 
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Insulate science 
from politics 


ne often wonders why India, despite being 

endowed with enormous talent, fails to make 

the cut at a global level when it comes to 

achieving scientific breakthroughs. While 
Indian immigrants in the United States, Europe and 
other countries thrive in their chosen research fields 
and are associated with big discoveries, the same can- 
not be said about scientists working in the R&D insti- 
tutions here. The highly bureaucratised and patronage- 
driven science administration is the main culprit. 
Adding to the woes is the growing politicisation of sci- 
ence. The actions of the NDA government in the last 
few years — including scrapping certain prestigious 
categories of science awards and replacing them with a 
new set of awards with an opaque selection process — 
have evoked criticism from the scientific and academic 
community. Recently, a group of 175 scientists and aca- 
demicians voiced their dismay over the politicisation 
of national science awards — the Rashtriya Vigyan 
Puraskar (RVP) — instituted by the Centre last year. 
Soon after the inaugural set of awards was presented to 
the winners a few weeks ago, murmurs of political in- 
terference in the selection 
process emerged. There are re- 
ports that a few scientists, who 
were initially selected for the 
awards, were eventually de- 
nied national recognition be- 
cause of their political views. 
Earlier in August, 26 Shanti 
Swarup Bhatnagar awardees 
wrote to Principal Scientific 
Adviser Ajay Sood, who heads 
the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar 
Committee (RVPC), asking him to reveal the criteria 
adopted in arriving at the final decision. 

Once the matter became public, the government al- 
tered the selection process, triggering further protests 
from the scientific community. The change in the se- 
lection criteria paved the way for the political leader- 
ship to overrule or modify the decision of the RVPC — 
which practically represents the scientific community. 
Presidents of scientific academies as well as secretaries 
of scientific departments are its members. The Vigyan 
Yuva Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Award is the rechris- 
tened avatar of the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Award, 
which has for over six decades been widely considered 
to be the most prestigious science award. It has now 
been made part of the RVP. The more significant 
change came in the process of selecting the winners. 
For the first time, bureaucrats were part of the selec- 
tion committee, in addition to which, the final ap- 
provals came from the science and technology minis- 
ter. Until last year, committees of 12-15 previous 
Bhatnagar award winners were formed for each of the 
fields in which the honours were to be given. Eminent 
scientists have rightly called the awards episode an 
‘unhealthy development for Indian science’. There are 
legitimate fears that this could set a precedent for min- 
isters to use unrestricted vetoes to overrule recom- 
mendations of committees. Academics not in the good 
books of the government could be sidelined from not 
just awards but also scientific grants, and promotions. 


Politicisation of 
national science 
awards — the 
Rashtriya 


Vigyan Puraskar 
— is unhealthy 
development for 
Indian science 


VIEWPOINT 


HYDERABAD, Friday, October 4, 2024 


Naxalism is an ideology 
which can be eliminated 
only through an 
ideology. But itis not 
good to target farmers 
inthe name of ending 
the menace. Villagers 


bear the brunt 
99 


from both sides 


& Of course, we We can't expect 
want Ukraine to miracles from the senior 
not be forgotten. team. We need to really 
But the best way not work at the ground 
to forget about Ukraine 4 level. The important 
is to provide the ) thing for the All India 
appropriate weapons 4 Football Federation is to 
and the necessary bg bring as many kids as 
permissions / possible to play 
VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY BHAICHUNG BHUTIA 
Ukrainian President Footballer 


RAKESH TIKAIT 
Bharatiya Kisan Union leader 


Fusing nature into cities 


Success of Nagar 
Vans will depend on 
active collaboration 
of forest 
department, 
municipal bodies, 
NGOs, corporate 
houses and citizens 


PKJOSHI 


¢ Nagar Van’ or Urban For- 

est, represents the inte- 

gration of nature within 

cities, a concept that has 
historical significance across the globe. 
In ancient India, the Vedas revered 
forests (Vanas) as sacred spaces — 
known as devrais— central to both 
spiritual and physical well-being. 
Tapovanas and Mahavanas, often situ- 
ated near human settlements, were cel- 
ebrated for their biodiversity and be- 
lieved to bring peace, health, and 
prosperity. 


Across Civilisations 

Similar examples abound across civili- 
sations. The Mesopotamians, for in- 
stance, constructed urban gardens es- 
sential for food production and cooling 
their cities. The Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon, one of the Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World, exemplifies the im- 
portance placed on urban greenery. In 
ancient Egypt, temple gardens were sa- 
cred, symbolising fertility and divine 
connection, while in Greece and Rome, 
green spaces like the ‘Hortus’ are inte- 
gral to urban life. Later, Islamic urban 
planners, inspired by the Quranic vi- 
sion of paradise, designed lush gardens 
in cities such as those in Persia and Al- 
Andalus (modern-day Spain). 

The follow-up can be seen in Europe, 
in cities like Florence and Paris, where 
royal and public gardens were devel- 
oped, reflecting both wealth and a 
growing appreciation for nature. By the 
18th and 19th centuries, these were 
transformed into public parks, such as 
London’s Hyde Park and Paris’ Bois de 
Boulogne, making urban forests acces- 
sible to the masses, and providing a re- 
treat from industrial urban expansion. 
North America was no exception, with 
Central Park in New York City, which 


was prompted by rapid urbanisation 
and overcrowded and polluted cities. 

In colonised India, however, the 
British prioritised infrastructure over 
ecological balance in urban planning, 
causing the degradation of many an- 
cient forests and green spaces in cities. 
Yet, some attempts can be seen as 
botanical gardens, such as the ones in 
Kolkata and Bengaluru. 

The post-independent India saw a 
renewed emphasis on urban green 
spaces, particularly with the growing 
concerns over environmental degrada- 
tion and air quality in cities. 


Urban Forest 

In recent decades, the Government of 
India launched several initiatives to re- 
vive the urban forest. The Nagar Van 
Scheme, launched by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change on World Environment Day, 
2020, sought to create 200 urban 
forests across the country over five 
years (2020-2025), promoting green 
spaces to improve air quality, enhance 
biodiversity, offer recreational spaces 
and elevate the quality of life for urban 
dwellers. This modern interpretation 
resonates with ancient values of coex- 
istence with nature, making it a vital as- 
pect of contemporary environmental 
conservation in Indian cities. The 
Warje Urban Forest in Pune is a model 
of such successful implementation. 

By promoting the establishment of 
urban forests, the Nagar Van Scheme 
will contribute to enhancing green 
cover in cities, create more sustainable 
urban environments and increase eco- 
logical awareness among citizens. The 
scheme specifically aims to enhance 
tree cover outside traditional forests, 
support biodiversity, and provide eco- 
logical and environmental benefits, 
contributing to the overall well-being 
of city residents. It reflects India’s com- 
mitment to addressing both biodiver- 
sity concerns and the growing need for 
sustainable urban planning. The initia- 
tive will protect urban forest land from 
degradation and encroachment, miti- 
gate air pollution, and promote floral 
and faunal richness which provides 
habitat to a wide range of lifeforms. 
The programme supports planting na- 


tive, fruit-bearing and medicinal 
species to attract wildlife and promote 
ecological balance. 

The scheme has made notable 
progress. In a remarkable achievement, 
the ministry surpassed its 100-day tar- 
get of approving 100 Nagar Vans, with 
111 Nagar Vans sanctioned across six 
States and one union Territory. The 
scheme is part of a broader goal to de- 
velop 1,000 Nagar Vans by 2027, sup- 
ported by the Compensatory Afforesta- 
tion Fund (CAF), governed by the 
CAMPA (Compensatory Afforestation 
Fund Management and Planning Au- 
thority) Act, 2016. This fund is gener- 
ated from compensatory afforestation 
payments made when forest land is di- 
verted for non-forest purposes. Accord- 
ing to the CAF Act, 90% of the funds are 
allocated to State governments, while 
10% is retained by the Centre. 

The scheme aims to create urban 
forests ranging from 10 to 50 hectares 
in cities with Municipal Corporations, 
Municipalities and Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs), It emphasises community in- 
volvement, with active participation 
from citizens, students, NGOs and 
local governments. Public engagement 
is promoted through tree-planting 
drives, educational programmes and 
specific mission statements. Financial 
assistance of Rs 4 lakh ($4,800) per 
hectare is provided for the creation and 
maintenance of these urban forests. 
Each Nagar Van will feature biodiver- 
sity-focused areas such as Biodiversity 
Parks, Smriti Vans, Butterfly Conserva- 
tories and Herbal Gardens. Thus these 
will serve as vital spaces for recreation 
and relaxation, environmental educa- 
tion, and climate change adaptation 
and mitigation by sequestering carbon 
and making cities more resilient to ex- 


Cities worldwide — from 
Singapore's vertical 
gardens and green belts to 
Tokyo’s urban forest 
projects — are embracing 
sustainable urban planning 


treme weather events like heatwaves 
and floods. 


Environmental Push 

A new initiative, ‘Matri Van’, was intro- 
duced under the national tree planta- 
tion campaign ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’, 
in June 2024. This initiative honours 
maternal figures by encouraging tree 
planting as a tribute to mothers, sym- 
bolising both environmental care and 
personal gratitude. As part of the larger 
environmental push, the campaign 
aims to plant 80 crore trees by Septem- 
ber 2024 and 140 crore trees by March 
2025. Over 75 crore saplings have al- 
ready been planted as per the details 
tracked through the MeriLiFE portal. 
This citizen-driven effort contributes 
to halting land degradation, building 
climate friendliness, and preventing 
desertification. The Nagar Van 
Scheme, along with the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke 
Naam’ initiative, marks a significant 
step in transforming India’s urban 
spaces into eco-friendly, resilient envi- 
ronments that prioritise sustainability, 
biodiversity and community bonding. 

The 20th and 21st centuries demand 
the role of urban forests to address 
global environmental concerns in line 
with India’s National Action Plan on 
Climate Change, National Mission on 
Strategic Knowledge for Climate 
Change, and Nationally Determined 
Commitments. Cities worldwide — 
from Singapore’s vertical gardens and 
green belts to Tokyo’s urban forest 
projects — are embracing the concept 
of sustainable urban planning where 
urban development coexists harmo- 
niously with the natural environment. 
The scheme proposed by India is a 
push for international movement to- 
wards urban forestry and recognises 
the ecological, social, and health bene- 
fits of green spaces in cities. 

Similarly, the United Nations’ Sus- 
tainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and initiatives like the ‘Tree Cities of 
the World’ promote the protection and 
expansion of urban forests and inspire 
cities and towns to care for and cele- 
brate their urban tree canopy. These 
efforts highlight the increasing recogni- 
tion that urban forests are vital for sus- 
tainable urban living, contributing to 
the resilience, restoration and recovery 
of lost terrestrial ecosystems across the 
world. Here, the Nagar Van is not 
merely a modern policy initiative but a 
historical concept deeply embedded in 
India’s cultural and ecological con- 
sciousness. The success of such initia- 
tives counts on the active collaboration 
of the forest department, municipal 
bodies, NGOs, corporate houses and 
local citizens that ensure proactive par- 
ticipation and lasting impact. The re- 
sulting beautiful and abundant Nagar 
Van will offer blissful rewards to us 
and future generations. 


(The author is Professor with School of 
Environmental Sciences, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi. 
Comments here are personal opinion) 


Cost of discord 


Letters to the 


As the nation observed the birth an- 
niversary of Mahatma Gandhi, we, 
as common citizens, should recall 
with both respect and pride that 
Bharat became the birthplace of a 


Editor In an era of rising conflicts, such as the Israel- 
Hezbollah war, the Russia-Ukraine war, and the 
Israel-Palestine conflict, it is crucial to foster 
Mahatma’s ideals meaningful dialogue on the current state of 


global peace. The call for world leaders to in- 
tensify efforts in the pursuit of peace is both 
urgent and necessary. Diplomatic solutions 

and sustained negotiations must take prece- 
dence over violence, ensuring that humanity 
does not suffer further. We can no longer af- 


person who with his values and ford the cost of discord. 


ideals went on to not only win free- DEVANSHI MEHTA, tyderabad 
dom from the British but also be- 
came an iconic and legendary fig- Male-dominated 


ure whom the world also admires. 
We should acknowledge the rele- 
vance of his ever-popular ideals and 
values even to this day which he 
steadfastly stood for and followed. 
As a fitting tribute, we should try 
and follow him to lead our lives in 
peaceful coexistence. ‘Live & Let 
Live’ and ‘Vasudaiva Kutum- 
bakkam’ are the twin goals which 
the world desperately needs. 

NR RAGHURAM, tyderabad 


voices against atrocities. 


Atrocities against women are on the rise. A 
daughter thrashed and scolded repeatedly by 
her father got disturbed and lodged a com- 
plaint. A male-dominated society has added to 
the woes of women. Despite modernisation 
and raised levels of education and awareness, 
no one pays heed towards the upbringing of 
males in our society. It’s time to teach them to 
respect women. Women must also raise their 


Time for action 


Of late, the Railways has been garnering headlines for the wrong 
reasons. The unwelcome presence of snakes in the coaches has 
put it in a spot of bother. On Sept 22, the sighting of a long snake 
entwined with the supporting iron bar of an upper berth in an AC 
coach of Jabalpur-Mumbai GaribRath Express caused panic 
among the passengers. On July 24, the startling appearance of a 
reptile on a side upper berth in an AC coach of the Gorakhpur- 
Bandra Terminus Weekly Express at Charbagh Station in Luc- 
know sent everyone into a frenzy. Down south, a passenger on 
the Madurai-Guruvayur Express was allegedly bitten by a snake 


on May 24. In another bizarre incident, a group of four snake 


charmers who had boarded the Chambal Express on Sept 23 got 


into a heated argument with fellow passengers while seeking do- 
nations/offerings. Irked by their poor collection, they flipped open 
their basket lids and unleashed the reptiles inside the compart- 


ment. Although there were no fatalities in these cases, there were 
unwarranted disruptions and inordinate delays in the evacuation 
of the affected passengers to other bogeys, the summoning of 
snake rescue squads and comprehensive security checks. These 
stray incidents, coupled with the recurring incidence of cock- 
roaches and insects in IRCTC meals, nail the oft-touted ‘all is well’ 
narrative with the railways. Shoddy maintenance, poor state of 
cleanliness and upkeep of coaches in general and the persisting 
dearth of manpower in critical departments need to be addressed 


ona top priority for the sake of passenger safety. 


ABHILASHA GUPTA, mohaii 


Write to us at letters@telanganatoday.com 


AMIT BANERJEE, New Dethi 


| hotspot | 


™@ The Economist 


India’s consumers are changing how they buy 


Tiny scooters laden with packages slip past cars, jump traffic lights and bounce 
over what pavements exist. Goods range from a tub of ice cream or a handful of 
pomegranate seeds to a coffee pot or even an iPhone. Such two-wheeled deliv- 

ery services have taken off over the past four years. 


@ Khaleej Times 


Bhutan inks energy deal with Indian firm 


Bhutan has signed a deal with India’s Reliance Group to build 1,270 megawatts’ 
worth of renewable electricity projects in the Himalayan nation as it seeks to be- 
come an energy-exporting powerhouse. Tiny and landlocked, Bhutan is wedged 
between China and India. 


@ AlJazeera 


Fishy diplomacy: India-Bangladesh tensions 


Hilsa is Bangladesh's national fish. Locally known as ilish, it forms part of the culi- 
nary identity of both Bangladesh and West Bengal. Former Bangladeshi Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina used the fish as a tool of diplomacy to foster ties with its 
western neighbour, India. 
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Turncoat MLAs: HC declines to stay order 


LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 
Hyderabad 


The Telangana High Court 
on Thursday declined to 
stay a recent single judge 
order concerning disqualifi- 
cation of three MLAs during 
a session on Thursday. 

The division bench led by 


reviewed two writ appeals 
filed by Secretary of Telan- 
gana Legislative Assembly, 
challenging the earlier di- 
rective. 


Single judge 

The single judge had or- 
dered the Assembly Secre- 
tary to present the disquali- 


Kadiyam Srihari and Danam 
Nagender to the Speaker for 
scheduling a hearing. Addi- 
tionally, the order mandated 
that a status report outlining 
the action schedule be com- 
municated to the Registrar 
of the High Court. 

Should this not occur, the 
court had indicated it would 


three MLAs, who were 
elected as members of the 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) party, had since de- 
fected to the Congress 
party, raising questions 
about their political affilia- 
tions and eligibility. In 
Thursday’s proceedings, the 
bench denied any interim 


Post-deluge, minor tanks call for attention 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Despite major irrigation 
sources in Telangana being 
full to the brim due to the 31 
per cent excess rainfall re- 
ceived this monsoon, the 
State’s minor irrigation 
tanks tell a different story. 


to neglect and maintenance 
issues, exacerbated by the 
recent September deluge. 
Many minor irrigation 
tanks have suffered due to 
year-long neglect, leading to 
siltation, breaches, and en- 
croachments that signifi- 
cantly reduce their water- 
holding capacity. Even with 


these tanks, some still re- 
quire significant repairs and 
breach plugging to function 
effectively. While major 
sources benefit from con- 
centrated rainfall, minor 
tanks often depend on more 
localised rain, which can be 
inconsistent. | Encroach- 
ments around tank areas 


The State experienced se- 
vere floods from August 31 
to September 2. Many minor 
tanks received inflows be- 
yond their capacity, causing 
damage to nearby railway 
lines, roads and causeways. 
While the government has 
initiated measures for reha- 
bilitation of tanks, repairs on 


further obstruct water flow 
and reduce storage capacity. 


initiatives like Mission 
Kakatiya, aimed at restoring 


major irrigation sources re- 
ceived focused attention. 


Over 1,200 minor tanks are 
in dire need of attention due 


relief and set the next hear- 
ing date for October 20. 


Chief Justice Alok Aradhe 
and Justice J Sreenivas Rao 


fication petitions of MLAs 
Tellam Venkat Rao, 


reopen the case suo moto 
for further hearings. The 
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Pilot project 
launched 

Vv 


Telangana Chief Minis- 
ter A Revanth Reddy on 
Thursday launched the 
pilot project of ‘family 
digital cards’ here. 
Family digital cards will 
serve as a protective 
shield to every family 
and all the welfare 
scheme benefits will be 
provided through a sin- 
gle card, he said. All the 
details of welfare 
schemes which are 
being implemented by 
various departments 
will be preserved in the 
single family digital 
card, Revanth Reddy 
said. He said every- 
one's health profile will 
also be included in the 
family digital card. pr 


HYDERABAD 


CM on paddy 


procurement 
¥ 


Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy said a 
bonus of Rs 500 would 
be paid to fine rice vari- 
eties in addition to MSP 
and efforts were being 
made to deposit the 
procurement amount 
into the farmers’ ac- 
count within 48 hours. 
He asked Collectors to 
establish exclusive pro- 
curement centres for 
fine rice varieties or to 
arrange weighing ma- 
chines within the pro- 
curement centres. He 
said all the prescribed 
procedures in identifi- 
cation and procure- 
ment of fine rice vari- 
eties should be duly 
followed. 


HYDERABAD 
Conditional 


bail granted 
A> 


Justice K Lakshman of 
Telangana High Court 
on Thursday granted 
conditional bail to Ya- 
dati Sunil Yadav, ac- 
cused in the high-pro- 
file murder case of YS 
Vivekananda Reddy. 
Sunil Yadav, who has 
been in custody for 
three years, was or- 
dered to furnish a per- 
sonal bond of Rs 
25,000 along with two 
sureties. Other condi- 
tions include the sur- 
render of his passport 
and mandatory report- 
ing to Station House 
Officer (SHO) at 
Pulivendula police sta- 
tion in Kadapa district 
every Saturday. 


News from 


SLATE 


New low! Celebs call 
out Minister’s remarks 


#FilmIndustryWillNotTolerate trends as they demand Konda Surekha to apologise 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


The derogatory remarks of 
Minister Konda Surekha on 
actors including Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu continued to 
draw the ire of politicians, 
film fraternity and netizens 
alike on Thursday as well, 
with actors K Chiranjeevi, 
Venkatesh, NTR Junior, 
Naniand several others con- 
demning her comments and 
demanding her to immedi- 
ately withdraw her remarks. 

NTR Junior was one 
amongst the first few 
celebrities to call out 
Surekha for her comments. 
He said that dragging per- 
sonal lives into politics was 
a ‘new low’. He shared his 
statement with the hashtag - 
#FilmIndustry WillNotTol- 
erate, which went trending 
online. 

“Public figures, especially 
those in responsible posi- 
tions like you, must maintain 
dignity and respect for pri- 
vacy. It’s disheartening to 
see baseless statements 
thrown around carelessly, 
especially about the film in- 
dustry. We will not sit qui- 
etly while others make base- 
less allegations against us. 
We should rise above this 
and maintain respect for 
each other’s boundaries. 
Let’s ensure our society does 
not normalise such reckless 
behaviour in democratic 
India.(sic),” he posted on X. 

Senior actor K Chiran- 
jeevi stated that he was ex- 
tremely pained to see the 
disgraceful remarks made 
by an honourable woman 
Minister. He felt that 
celebrities and members of 
film fraternity have become 
soft targets as they provide 
instant reach and attention. 
“We as Film Industry stand 
united in opposing such vi- 
cious verbal assaults on our 
members. No one should 
stoop to this level for scor- 
ing political points by drag- 
ging unconnected people 
and more so women into 
their political slugfest and 
make distasteful fictional al- 
legations. We choose our 
leaders to make society a 
better place to live in, and 
not contaminate it by lower- 
ing the discourse. Politicians 
and people in honourable 
positions should set better 
examples. Trust the con- 
cerned will make amends 
and withdraw these mali- 
cious remarks immedi- 
ately,” he said. 

Actor Nani, without men- 
tioning Surekha, wrote that 
it was irresponsible of a per- 
son who is sitting in a re- 
spectable position to make 
such comments. “Disgusting 
to see politicians thinking 
that they can get away talk- 
ing any kind of nonsense. 
When your words can be so 


BRS women corporators filing a complaint against Minister Konda Surekha at Banjara Hills police 
station in Hyderabad on Thursday. 


LET’S STOP THE ISSUE HERE, URGES TPCC 


HYDERABAD: Stung by the 
severe backlash from 
across society over Forest 
Minister Konda Surekha’s 
derogatory comments on 
actress Samantha Ruth 
Prabhu and other actors, 
the Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Committee on 
Thursday appealed to the 
film industry not to esca- 
late the issue further and 
to stop the entire episode. 
In a video message re- 
leased here, TPCC presi- 
dent Mahesh Kumar Goud 


irresponsible it’s stupid of us 
to expect that you will have 
any responsibility for your 
people. It’s not just about ac- 
tors or cinema. This is not 
about any political party. It 
is not okay for someone in 
such a respectable position 
to talk such utter baseless 
rubbish in front of media 
and think that it is okay. We 
all should condemn such 
practice which will reflect 
poorly on our society,” he 
added. 

Actor-politician Khushbu 
Sundar wrote, “I thought it 
was only those who need 2- 
minute fame and indulge in 
yellow journalism speak this 
language. But here, I see an 
absolute disgrace to wom- 
anhood. Konda Surekha 
garu, I am sure some values 
were instilled in you. Where 
have they flown out of the 
window? A person in a re- 
sponsible position cannot 
make such baseless, ap- 
palling and degrading state- 
ments about my industry, 
my place of worship. Cin- 
ema industry will not be a 
mute spectator to such 
abuse anymore. Enough is 
enough. You have to apolo- 
gise, as woman to another 
woman, to the entire movie 
industry for such baseless 
and false _ allegations. 
Democracy in India is not a 


appealed to the film indus- 
try to accept the apologies 
tendered by the Minister. 
Stating that the Minister 
had already withdrawn her 
comments, he said she had 
also tendered apologies to 
the actress immediately 
for her comments. Consid- 
ering the fact that women 
were on both sides of the 
issue, the TPCC president 
urged that the controversy 
around the Minister’s com- 
ments be stopped. He also 
appealed to the film frater- 


one-way traffic, but we shall 
refrain from stooping to 
your level.” 
Actor-politician Roja Sel- 
vamani posted, “Konda 
Surekha garu, how could 
you justify such derogatory 
remarks against another 
woman. It is unwarranted to 
drag unrelated individuals 
that too women, to fight 
your political battles. I hope 
Samantha and Akkineni 
family will overcome this.” 
Actor-producer Lakshmi 
Manchu mentioned that 
politicians who crave atten- 
tion throw a bunch of actors 
under the bus. “It’s infuriat- 
ing! And when something 
terrible happens in the State, 
they expect actors to stand 
behind them, pushing a po- 
litical agenda. How is this 
fair? Why are we expected 
to stay silent just because we 
live in glasshouses? The 
pain cuts deeper when this 
comes from a woman. Have 
some respect for those who 
dedicate their lives to enter- 
tain, not to be used for polit- 
ical games. This stings, and 
it’s deeply unfair,” she said. 
Director-producer Ram 
Gopal Varma took to X, stat- 
ing that he was shocked to 
find Surekha horribly insult- 
ing the family of actor Na- 
garjuna, in her attempt to 
criticise her political oppo- 


Will go ahead with Musi project: CM 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Despite the backlash from 
different sections and polit- 
ical implications over the 
Musi _ riverfront project, 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy on Thursday reiter- 
ated that the project was 
being taken up with a novel 
intention and slammed the 
opposition parties for insti- 
gating people to stall the 
project. Admitting that 
some residents were against 
the project, he said opposi- 
tion parties were indulging 
in “dirty politics by exploit- 
ing the sentiments of the 
poor”. Alleging that the BRS 
was hiring people to enact 
dramas and stage protests, 
he said cleaning and con- 
serving Musi was essential 
to address pollution. 
Speaking at the launch of 
a digital health cards pilot 
project programme here, he 
defended the government’s 
decision vehemently and in- 
sisted that he would go 
ahead with the project. 


Eatala challenges Revanth 


HYDERABAD: BJP Malkajgiri MP Eatala Rajender came 
down heavily on the Musi riverfront development proj- 
ect and challenged Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy to 

accompany him in visiting the riverbed areas without 

security. “Let us visit Chaitanyapuri or any other areas. 
If residents appreciate Revanth Reddy and his govern- 
ment, | will quit politics and tender unconditional apol- 


ogy,” Eatala said. 


Stating that BJP was not against the project, the MP 
said there was lot of fear among people in the areas 
abutting the river, There was no DPR for the project nor 
any clarity on the project’s completion period and how 
it would be executed, he said. 

“Why does the Congress government want to spend 
Rs 1.5 lakh crore for the project. Sabarmati project was 
completed with Rs 1,400 crore and Namame Ganga 
project with Rs 20,000 crore,” he said. Within nine 
months, Revanth Reddy's government was facing peo- 
ple’s ire on different issues. The Congress government 
should refrain from diversion politics and focus on ful- 
filling the six guarantees promised to people, he added. 


“This project is not being 
taken up with any political 
benefits but for Hyderabad’s 
future. Agriculture fields in 
Nalgonda and neighbouring 
areas are getting polluted 
due to the flow of murky 


water in the river,” Revanth 
Reddy said, adding that the 
government had sanctioned 
15,000 two-bedroom houses 
for Musi riverbed oustees, 
besides extending the fami- 
lies an assistance of Rs 


25,000 each. Slamming the 
BRS, the Chief Minister 
charged that former Minis- 
ters KT Rama Rao, T Harish 
Rao and Sabitha Indra 
Reddy were doing politics in 
the name of the poor to save 
their illegally-built farm- 
houses. Alleging that the 
BRS had amassed Rs 1,500 
crore while in power, he 
said the party should con- 
tribute Rs 500 crore for 
River Musi oustees. Attack- 
ing the BJP as well, the Chief 
Minister asked when Sabar- 
mati riverfront project 
could be taken up, why 
could the Musi project not 
be taken up here. He also 
asked BJP MP E Rajender to 
lead a delegation to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and get houses sanctioned 
for Musi oustees apart from 
getting Rs 25,000 crore 
sanctioned for the project. 
“We will call for an all- 
party meeting to discuss the 
project. The government is 
open to suggestions to pro- 
vide better alternatives to 
the affected people,” he said. 


nity to look at the way the 
Minister was trolled by a 
section of social media 
users. 

“With women being at 
the receiving end on both 
the sides and since there is 
no practice in society to 
demean women, let us 
stop the issue here,” Goud 
said. The TPCC president 
also asked Congress Min- 
isters and leaders to exer- 
cise restraint while making 
comments and to mind 
their language. 


nent. “Dragging the most re- 
spected family of Nagarjuna 
to the streets, should not be 
tolerated,” he added. 

‘Dasara’ director Srikanth 
Odela, in his X post, wrote, 
“So bloody unfortunate to 
hear such disgusting com- 
ments especially from a per- 
son in a respectable posi- 
tion. This shows that power 
and position can’t buy you 
dignity. There are enough 
inhibitions for women who 
wanted to work in the film 
industry and pursue their 
dreams. Cheap and dis- 
graceful comments like 
these only increase those 
fears. It is unfortunate that 
such remarks are made dur- 
ing Bathukamma festival 
which is celebrated to hon- 
our women.” 

Screenwriter and pro- 
ducer Kona Venkat said, “I 
strongly condemn her every 
word and I request our Hon- 
ourable Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy garu to take 
this matter seriously and 
make her apologise for her 
derogatory and irresponsi- 
ble comments.” 

Actor Venkatesh Daggu- 
bati said, “Our cinema fam- 
ily is built on mutual respect, 
hard work, and immense 
dedication to our craft and 
our personal lives. Public 
figures have an ethical duty 


Millets portal 
launches 
council 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Aiming for a healthier soci- 
ety, the National Millets 
Media Portal has launched 
Health and Nutrition Am- 
bassador (HNA) Council 
with 50 doctors and plans 
to expand the council with 
1,000 doctors by year-end. 
Coordinator Dr Monica 
Sravanthi said the council 
aims to transform gradu- 
ates into HNAs, who will 
play key role in spreading 
knowledge about health 
and nutrition in society. 
At a press meet here on 
Thursday, National Millets 
Media Portal chairman 
Srinivas Sarakadam shared 
plans to expand the HNA 
Council to 1,000 doctors by 
the end of this year and 
said it will include profes- 
sionals from naturopathy, 
allopathy and ayurveda. He 
also announced the launch 
of the HNA Council com- 
munity portal next month. 


We as Film 
Industry 
stand united 
in opposing 
such vicious 
verbal 
assaults on our members. 
No one should stoop to this 
level for scoring political 
points by dragging 
unconnected people and 
more so women into their 
political slugfest 
CHIRANJEEVI, actor 


Public 
figures, 
especially 
| those in 
responsible 
cad positions like 
you, must maintain dignity 
and respect for privacy. 
Let’s ensure our society 
does not normalise such 
reckless behaviour in 
democratic India 
TR JUNIOR, actor 


A person ina 
responsible 
position 
cannot make 
such 
— baseless, 
degrading statements about 
my industry, my place of 
worship. Cinema industry 
will not be a mute spectator 
to such abuse anymore 
— KHUSHBU SUNDAR, actor-politician 


to maintain dignity in public 
discourse. Dragging private 
lives into the political arena 
serves no one and only adds 
to the pain of those involved. 
I urge people in such impor- 
tant leadership positions to 
exercise restraint and empa- 
thy. Let’s be reminded that 
our actions and words carry 
weight—let’s use them to 
uplift, not to tear down.” 

Actor Allu Arjun felt that 
this behaviour is disrespect- 
ful and goes against the val- 
ues of Telugu culture. “Such 
irresponsible action should 
not be accepted as normal. I 
urge the parties involved to 
act more responsibly and re- 
spect individual privacy, es- 
pecially towards women. 
We must promote respect 
and dignity in society as a 
whole,” he posted on X. 

On behalf of Movie 
Artists Association, its pres- 
ident and actor Vishnu 
Manchu condemned the re- 
marks. He stated, “As actors, 
we are in public eye, but we 
wish to keep our families 
private just like others. I re- 
quest all politicians and in- 
fluential persons not to drag 
those from film industry, es- 
pecially their private lives, 
to settle their political 
scores. Film industry will 
not tolerate any attempts to 
hurt its families.” 


Cong workers pelt 


eges on Dubbak 
MLA’s vehicle 


STATE BUREAU 
Siddipet 


Lawlessness came to the 
fore again in Dubbak as 
Congress workers pelted 
the vehicle of Dubbak MLA 
Kotha Prabhakar Reddy 
with tomatoes and eggs 
while he was on his way to 
review the progress of 
works in Dubbak munici- 
pality on Thursday. 
Condemning the attack, 
Prabhakar said the Con- 
gress was resorting to di- 
version politics unable to 
address public issues. When 
the BRS was raising the is- 
sues of the public, the Con- 
gress was trying to divert 
attention through demoli- 
tion of houses and objec- 
tionable comments against 
actors. Responding to alle- 


gations of spreading mis- 
leading messages against 
Minister Konda Surekha on 
social media, the MLA said 
the ruling party must place 
a Bill in the Assembly to 
control the spread of such 
messages on social media. 
The BRS would support the 
government if they had any 
commitment to such issues. 

Asking the government 
to act tough against those 
spreading false messages, 
he asked what was stopping 
the police from taking ac- 
tion against cyber criminals 
over misleading posts. Stat- 
ing that the BRS would 
never encourage such 
trend, he asked how would 
a common woman feel se- 
cure if a woman Minister 
didn’t feel safe in Congress 
tule. 


Attack on journo: 
KTR seeks action 


STATE BUREAU 


Hyderabad 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao condemned the 
attack on journalist Chiluka 
Praveen, carried out al- 
legedly by Congress sup- 
porters. He expressed out- 
rage, questioning the state 
of democracy under the 
Congress regime. 

“We strongly condemn 
the indiscriminate attack on 
journalist Chiluka Praveen 
by Congress goons. Is this 
democracy or tyranny? 
Does people’s governance 
mean attacking those who 
question it?” Rama Rao 
asked in a statement. The 
Dalit journalist was at- 


tacked at Somajiguda here 
on Thursday. Following 
this, he was admitted to a 
private hospital and is un- 
dergoing treatment. 

The BRS working presi- 
dent pointed out the grow- 
ing trend of targeting indi- 
viduals - be they public 
representatives, journalists, 
or students - for questioning 
the government. 

He said due to increased 
intolerance, the Congress 
activists were resorting to 
physical attacks on journal- 
ists as well. He demanded 
that those who attacked 
Praveen, who has been a 
vocal advocate of the Dalit 
Bahujan communities, 
should be arrested. 


Dasoju Sravan 
questions CM’s silence 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS leader Dasoju Sravan 
on Thursday condemned 
Minister Konda Surekha’s 
recent remarks, calling 
them abhorrent to politics. 
He said she was insulting 
the film industry for politi- 
cal gains and demanded that 
Surekha be removed from 
the State Cabinet. 

“Why hasn’t Chief Minis- 
ter A Revanth Reddy re- 
sponded to Konda 
Surekha’s comments?” Sra- 
van asked, while addressing 
a press conference at Telan- 
gana Bhavan on Thursday. 

Sravan also raised ques- 
tions over the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) raids on 
the properties of Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy, 
asking the investigation 
agency to disclose details 


about cash and other valu- 
ables recovered. He said it 
was rumoured that around 
Rs 1,600 crore and a signifi- 
cant amount of gold were 
found at the Minister’s resi- 
dence during the raids. 

He said a secret meeting 
was held between Ponguleti 
Srinivas Reddy, Gautam 
Adani, and Congress strate- 
gist Sunil Kanugolu at a lux- 
ury hotel here following the 
raids. He questioned 
whether the Minister was 
attempting to escape ED 
scrutiny through Adani’s in- 
fluence. Sravan also said 
Revanth Reddy was trying 
to damage his own party, 
specifically criticising his 
actions related to HYDRAA 
Ordinance. He also said the 
Chief Minister was orches- 
trating attacks targeting 
BRS leaders KT Rama Rao, 
T Harish Rao and others. 


Pharma hub will deprive 
farmers of livelihood: Harish 


STATE BUREAU 


Dappur 


Former Minster T Harish 
Rao said the proposed 
pharma hub in Sangareddy 
district would pollute the 
Manjeera river and deprive 
farmers of livelihood in 
Dappur, Vaddy, and Malgi 
villages. As the State gov- 
ernment had decided to ac- 
quire 2,003 acres in these 
three villages for a pharma 
hub, BRS leaders led by Har- 
ish Rao visited the villages 
on Thursday to express 
their solidarity with farmers 
in their fight against the gov- 
ernment. Rao also examined 
fertile agricultural lands, 
which were identified for 
acquisition. 

Addressing farmers of 
these three villages at Dap- 
pur, he said Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy was turn- 
ing into a real estate broker 
to sell the 15,000 acres ac- 
quired earlier by the BRS 


Former Minis 


er T Harish Rao examining pudina crop grown by 


Dappur farmers in Sangareddy district on Thursday. 


government for Pharma 
City near Hyderabad. He 
said the 15,000 acres had all 
the infrastructure required 
to set up a Pharma City. 
However, Revanth had de- 
cided to acquire additional 
land in Sangareddy and 
Vikarabad by selling the 
land that the previous gov- 
ernment had acquired at 
Mucherla. Asking Revanth 


to return the land in 
Mucherla to farmers if he 
did not want to set up a 
Pharma City there, Harish 
said the BRS would wage a 
serious battle against the 
government if they touched 
land in Nyalkal. The BRS 
would fight for justice to 
save the lands by filing cases 
in courts and the National 
Green Tribunal, he said. 
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HYDERABAD 

Ragi java for 
students 

Vv 


The School Education 
department, in collabo- 
ration with Sri Satya 
Sai Annapoorna Trust, 
decided to provide ragi 
java to students of 
classes | to X in all gov- 
ernment and local body 
schools thrice a week 
for the academic year 
2024-25. The trust will 
extend fortified ragi 
and jaggery powders to 
all government schools 
as per the collabora- 
tion. School Education 
director EV Narasimha 
Reddy said the raw ma- 
terials will be provided 
at the mandal points 
and asked the mandal 
educational officers to 
take steps to transport 
the material to school 
points. The schools 
have been asked to 
serve ragi java thrice a 
week when eggs are 
not provided. 


HYDERABAD 
First term 
holidays 
bi 


The Telangana Board of 
Intermediate Education 
(TG BIE) on Thursday 
declared first-term hol- 
idays for junior col- 
leges from October 6- 
13. The junior colleges 
will reopen on October 
14. The term holidays 
are applicable to all 
junior colleges offering 
two-year Intermediate 
courses. The district In- 
termediate educational 
officers have been in- 
structed to ensure that 
all junior college man- 
agements adhere to 
the first term holidays 
schedule. 


HYDERABAD 

Inter student 
ends life 

we 


An intermediate stu- 
dent died by suicide at 
her house after her 
mother did not shift 
her to a junior college 
of her choice. M Gauri 
(16), of Mailardevpally, 
lived with her mother 
Nirmala and elder sis- 
ter, Over a year ago, 
Nirmala filed a dowry 
case against her hus- 
band and since then, 
the two are staying 
separately. “Gauri 
asked her mother to 
shift her to a different 
college but Nirmala, 
expressed inability to 
do it citing financial 
problems. On Tuesday, 
when Nirmala went out 
to acourt on some 
work, the girl hanged 
herself from the ceiling 
fan,” said the police. 


HYDERABAD 
Honour for 
space lover 


Mohana Sai Akula, a 
passionate space en- 
thusiast from Telan- 
gana, has been ap- 
pointed the LunAres 
Ambassador for India 
by the LunAres Re- 
search Station, a lead- 
ing analog habitats 
that conducts human 
spaceflight studies. 
The role involves repre- 
senting the LunAres 
mission, advocating for 
space research and 
fostering collabora- 
tions between the In- 
dian and international 
space communities. 
Mohana Sai, in final 
year Masters of Astro- 
biology and Space Sci- 
ence at Amity Univer- 
sity, Maharashtra, will 
promote participation 
in analog missions. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Gandhi Hospital ‘critical’ 
Patients surrounded by woeful sanitary conditions, leaky sewerage system, 
damp and dingy common areas, haphazardly discarded biomedical waste 


M SAI GOPAL 
HYDERABAD 


The sanitation and upkeep 
of arguably the best govern- 
ment teaching hospital in 
Telangana, Gandhi Hospital, 
is crumbling and needs ur- 
gent attention. While pa- 
tients here recover in the in- 
patient wards, they are 
surrounded by woeful sani- 
tary conditions, a leaky sew- 
erage system, damp and 
dingy common areas and 
haphazardly discarded bio- 
medical waste. 

The hospital infrastruc- 
ture, especially in the main 
building which houses cru- 
cial inpatient recovery 
wards, is struggling to pro- 
vide clean, contamination- 
free surroundings without 
unpleasant odour, which ap- 
pears to envelop the entire 
building through the day. 

The walls of the patient 
recovery wards in the main 
building are stained with 
dirt from bottom to top. 
There are no washrooms for 
men and women in common 
areas on any of the eight 
floors and neither is there 
proper seating arrangement 
in areas where patient at- 
tenders can wait. A con- 
stant and offensive putrid 
smell welcomes those step- 
ping into the building. The 
lack of washrooms forces 
attenders, who often can be 
spotted answering to the na- 
ture’s call at secluded loca- 


tions outside the main 
building but within the cam- 
pus. 


“There are two contrast- 
ing regions in the hospital 
building. The areas or cham- 
bers dedicated to doctors 
and caregivers are spotless, 
well-maintained and smell 
good. However, this is not 
the case in areas where pa- 
tients and their attenders 


Biomedical waste in plastic covers piled up on the premises of Gandhi Hospital. 


Rich history 


AFTER OGH, GANDHI 

HOSPITAL IS THE OLDEST 
GOVERNMENT TEACHING 
HOSPITAL IN TELANGANA 


© Launched as an infirmary 


of 3 wards way back in 1851 
© In 1900, the number of beds 


allotted to Gandhi Hospital 


(then called as Cantonment 


Hospital) was just 95 


© Became King Edward 
Memorial Hospital in 
1912-13 


© Gandhi Hospital came 
into existence in 1954 


rest and move. I don’t have 
any option because I can’t af- 
ford treatment at a private 
hospital,” said Om Prakash, a 
welder whose wife is recov- 
ering at the general surgery 
ward. 


Just a stone’s throw away 
from the recovery wards, 
biomedical waste containing 
syringes, bed-sheets, hospi- 
tal cotton, etc. are packed in 
plastic bags and stacked one 
upon another. The putrid 


© Bed strength now 
has increased 
up to 2,200 


© However, close to 
2,000 inpatients 
on any given day 


© Daily outpatient 
inflow between 
1,800 and 
2,000 patients 


© At present, medical 
college offers post- 
doctoral medical 
education 


© Ithad the distinction 


of conducting first 
open heart surgery 
in united AP 


smell and the damp condi- 
tions near the dump of bio- 
medical waste at the hospital 
campus is a rather repulsive 
sight. 

“The biomedical waste in 
these plastic covers is 


BRAOU alumni stage protest 


Demand revocation of BRAOU’s land allotment to JNAFAU 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Protests against the Con- 
gress government’s decision 
to allot 10 acres of Dr BR 
Ambedkar Open Univer- 
sity’s land to Jawaharlal 
Nehru Architecture and Fine 
Arts University (JNAFAU) 
refuse to die down. 

After the teaching and 
non-teaching staff, 
BRAOU’s alumni staged a 
massive protest on the uni- 
versity campus here on 
Thursday demanding im- 
mediate revocation of the 
land allotment. 

The alumni association, 
led by its president Saka 
Venkateswarlu, condemned 
the government decision 
stating that the university 
has been extending quality 
higher education to eco- 
nomically weaker sections 
and women in the State with 
a nominal fee structure. 


Dr BR Ambedkar Open University alumni association, led by its president Saka Venkateswarlu, stage 
a protest on the campus, on Thursday. 


The BRAQU Joint Action 
Committee comprising 
teaching, non-teaching and 
technical staff extended 
support to the alumni asso- 
ciation protest. The univer- 
sity requires huge amounts 


CRIME BRIEFS 


Girl sexually assaulted 
by tuition teacher 


HYDERABAD: A girl was allegedly 
sexually assaulted by a tuition 
teacher in Film Nagar. The teacher, 
Ramulu, allegedly made sexual ad- 
vances and also sexually assaulted 
the 15-year-old girl, who is a Class X 
student. The incident though delayed 
in being reported, was brought to the 
attention of the girl’s mother, who 
subsequently lodged a complaint 
with the local police. The Film Nagar 
police have registered the case and 
took up an investigation. The suspect 


was yet to be arrested. 


HYDERABAD: 
day sentenced a man to undergo 
rigourous imprisonment for a period 
of 10 years in the sodomy case of a 
minor boy reported in Saroornagar in 
2018. The court also imposed a fine of 
Rs 16,000 on the convict and ordered 
Rs 5 lakh compensation to the victim. 
The convict Mohd Abdul Majid (23), a 
house keeping staff at a government 
residential hostel, had overpowered 
and sodomised the boy in the hostel. 
The Saroornagar police booked a case 


of land for its expansion and 
creating infrastructure on 
the campus, the JAC said 
and demanded that the gov- 
ernment roll back its deci- 
sion to allot 10 acres of 
BRAOU land to JNAFAU. 


Man jailed for 10 years 
in sodomy case 


A local court on Thurs- 


and subsequently arrested Majid. 


Police arrest house burglar 


HYDERABAD: The Secretariat police caught K Manikanta (21), a house burglar in- 
volved in a about half-a-dozen cases on Thursday. Police said Manikanta targeted 
locked houses in secluded residential colonies and decamped with valuables. He 
was earlier involved in burglary cases Kukatpally and Borabanda. Recently, he 
broke into a house in M S Maktha and fled with gold ornaments. Based on a com- 
plaint, the Secretariat police booked a case and arrested him. 


JAC chairman Prof Vad- 
danam Srinivas said alloca- 
tion of the university’s land 
to other institutions meant 
preventing the reach of 
higher education and dis- 
tance education in the State. 


Non-Hindu 
staff at dandiya 
events opposed 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Telangana Bajrang Dal 
convenor Siva Ramulu has 
asked the organisers of 
dandiya events not to em- 
ploy staff from other faiths 
as security personnel and 
bouncers during the 
Navratri celebrations. 

In a statement issued 
here, he expressed con- 
cern that the dandiya 
events, which are special 
during the Dasara celebra- 
tions, were being misused 
by some participants who 
see it as an opportunity to 
trap girls on the pretext of 
love. 

Siva Ramulu warned 
that Bajrang Dal workers 
will be forced to stop such 
participants and events. 


cleared in one or two days. 
The moment a batch of 
garbage is lifted, another is 
dumped here. There is a 
problem with the hospital’s 
sewerage system, as the 
drain water can be seen 
overflowing from manholes 
in common areas. A lot of 
broken hospital furniture 
such as beds have been aban- 
doned on one side of the hos- 
pital campus, which spoils 
the entire campus,” says a 
senior teaching faculty. 

Officials familiar with the 
maintenance and upkeep 
said two decades of non-stop 
usage have taken a toll on the 
infrastructure. “We shifted 
to Musheerabad from Se- 
cunderabad in November 
2003 and it’s been more than 
two decades of non-stop 
usage. There is a definite 
need for infusion of funds so 
that massive repairs can be 
taken up on a large scale,” 
doctors said. 


Jani Master gets bail 


to attend awards 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A local court on Thursday 
granted interim bail to cho- 
reographer Sheik Jani Basha 
alias Jani Master, who was 
arrested last month in con- 
nection with the alleged 
rape case of an assistant 
choreographer. 

The choreographer had 
sought bail to attend the 
National Film Awards 
event, which is scheduled 
to take place later this 
month. The court granted 
him bail from October 6-10 
after producing sureties. 
Jani Master was selected to 
receive the National Film 
Award for his choreogra- 
phy for the song ‘Megham 
Karukkatha’ from Tamil 
film ‘Thiruchitrambalam’. 


The 21-year-old victim 
accused Jani Master of sex- 
ually assaulting her at vari- 
ous occasions and places, 
including Chennai, Mumbai 
and Hyderabad, since 2020 
when she was still a minor. 
He continued the sexual ha- 
rassment and threatened 
her not to disclose it to any- 
one, she alleged. 

Based on her complaint, 
the Raidurgam police 
booked a ‘Zero FIR’ on Sep- 
tember 15. Subsequently, 
the case was re-registered 
at Narsingi police station. 
Jani was booked for rape, 
criminal intimidation and 
assault under Sections 376 
(2) (n), 506 and 323 of the 
Indian Penal Code. 

Jani Master was arrested 
in Goa and the court re- 
manded him for two weeks. 


21-yr-old student 
duped of Rs 2 lakh 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A 21-year-old woman stu- 
dent from the city became 
the latest target for cyber 
fraudsters, who duped her 
to the tune of Rs 2 lakh 
promising high returns on 
investments. 

According to the police, 
the student received a mes- 
sage on social media re- 
garding an online rating 
task. She was asked to join 
an online group for daily re- 
view rating tasks. After join- 
ing it, the scammers started 
asking her for a small in- 
vestment, promising a 
higher refund in return. Ini- 
tially, she received some 
money, which built trust. 

Then, the scammers sent 
her a link, asking her to cre- 
ate a profile for a bitcoin 
(BTC) account to suppos- 


edly earn more profits. 
They asked her to pay Rs 2 
lakh, which she did. They 
further asked her to pro- 
ceed to the third step, which 
involved another payment, 
with the promise of dou- 
bling the amount. 

The victim refused to pay 
again, but the scammers in- 
sisted that only after this 
transaction would she re- 
ceive a refund. They 
claimed that she could not 
get her money back until 
the payment was made. Re- 
alising that she was cheated, 
the student approached the 
police. A case is being in- 
vestigated. 

In case if cybercrime 
fraud, citizens can com- 
plaint on 1930 or by visiting 
cybercrime.gov.in. In case 
of any emergency of cyber- 
crime frauds, they can call 
or WhatsApp on 8712665171. 


93 substandard drugs reported 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The drug testing laboratory 
of the Drug Control Admin- 
istration (DCA), Telangana, 
has reported 93 Not of Stan- 
dard Quality (NSQ) sub- 
standard drugs from Janu- 
ary-August. In September, 
the lab reported 14 NSQ 
drugs, which include antibi- 
otics, antiulcer drugs, anti- 
allergics and haematinics. 
According to DG, 
TSDCA, VB Kamalasan 
Reddy, the drug samples 
failed in the tests for assay, 
dissolution and description, 
which may render the med- 
icines ineffective in treating 
diseases. Adopting a risk- 
based sampling approach, 


Traffic curbs 
for road work 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


In view of the construction 
of a road from Mallampet 
bus stop towards Hanu- 
man temple in Mallampet, 
traffic restrictions have 
been placed in the vicinity 
for 20 days starting Octo- 
ber 3. Vehicles from 
Bachupally towards ORR 
(Exit 4A) will be diverted 
at Mallampet bus stop to- 
wards Khazipally Bollaram 
Road (BC Colony)-ORR 
(Exit 4A) service road. 


11" DAY CEREMONY 


Late. TAPPET! NARAYANA REDDY 

Vill Koka, Man: Yala, Dist: Vikarabad 

TAPPETI FAMILY MEMBERS: 
Relatives 


Ceremony will be held on 
4-10-2024, 11:00 AM at 
\. Kokat Vill., Yalal Mandal. 


the DCA issued directions 
to all field officers, outlining 
the risk indicators to be con- 
sidered for collecting sam- 
ples from the supply chain 
and manufacturing facili- 
ties, which significantly in- 
creased the detection of 
substandard drugs circulat- 
ing in the market, Ka- 
malasan Reddy said. 

The drugs declared as 
NSQ or substandard in Sep- 
tember by the TSDCA in- 
clude Pantlar tablets, Panto- 
prazole GastroResistant 
tablets IP Parasyp 250 Sus- 
pension, Paracetamol Paedi- 
atric Oral Suspension IP 250 
mg, FERRVIS-XT tablets, 
Ferrous Ascorbate Folic 
Acid & Zinc tablets, Dixim- 
O Dry Syrup Suspension, 


Cefixime & Ofloxacin for 
Oral Suspension, Pepsain 
Syrups, Pepsain Digestive 
Enzyme Syrup, Cefixime 
Dispersible tablets, Cefx-O- 
200 Tablets, Cefixime Dis- 
persible tablets IP, Cefxi- 
200 Tablets, Cefixime 
Dispersible tablets IP 200 
mg, PAZO-40 Tablets, Pan- 
toprazole Gastro-Resistant 
Tab IP 40 mg, Nimpan-40 
tablets, Pantoprazole tablets 
IP, Zinfe-SR capsules, Sus- 
tained Release Haematinic 
& Zinc Capsules with Vita- 
mins, Rovipod-100 tablets, 
Cefpodoxime Dispersible 
tablets, Vertin 8 mg tablets, 
Betahistine tablets IP, 
TRIZENE tablets and Levo- 
cetirizine Dihydrochloride 
tablets IP. 


BRILLIANT GROUP OF TECHNICAL INSTITUTIONS 


(Approved by AICTE & Affiliated to JNTU, Hyderabad) 


(Sponsored by Brilliant Grammar School Educational Society, Dilsukhnagar) 
Abdullapur (V) Abdullapur Met (M), R.R.Dist.HYD-501 505 


ADMISSIONS NOTIFICATION CATEGORY- B SEATS FOR THE ACADEMIC 
YEAR 2024-25 (M.TECH / M.PHARMACY) 


Brilliant Institute of Engineering and Technology, AUTONOMOUS (BRIL1) 
Branches: CSE-3, TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERING-3, VLSI-3 
Kasireddy Narayan Reddy College of Engineering and Research, AUTONOMOUS (KNRR1)| 
Branches: CSE-3, EMBEDED SYSTEMS-3, POWER ELECTRONICS-3, 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING-3 


Brilliant Grammar School Educational Society's Group of Institutions, 
AUTONOMOUS (BRIG1) 
Branches: CSE-3, CAD/CAM-3, VLSI & EMBEDDED SYSTEMS-3, PHARMACEUTICS-4, 
PHARMACEUTICAL ANALYSIS ~4 


Application form can be obtained from above mentioned colleges or at Brilliant 
Grammar High School, Shalivahananagar, Dilsukhnagar, Hyderabad, by paying 
Application fee Rs.500/-. Filled in application from shall be submitted on or before 
05-10-2024. The Admissions will be made as per the guidelines of Telangana state 
council of higher education, Telangana State. 
Contact: 9701340896 / 9985656390 / 9441953530 


Sdi- 
Secretary 


BRILLIANT GROUP OF TECHNICAL INSTITUTIONS 


(Approved by AICTE & Affiliated to JNTU, Hyderabad) 


(Sponsored by Brilliant Grammar School Educational Society, Dilsukhnagar) 
Abdullapur (V) Abdullapur Met (M), R.R.Dist.HYD-501 505 


Website: www.b-iet.ac.in 
www.knrcer.ac.in 


E-mail: principal@b-iet.ac.in 
principal@knrcer.ac.in 


ADMISSIONS NOTIFICATION CATEGORY “ B” SEATS FOR THE ACADEMIC 
YEAR 2024-25 (MBA) 


BRILLIANT INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 


KASIREDDY HARAYAN REDDY COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND RESEARCI 


(WAG - A+, AUTONOMOUS) 


TGICET CODE) MBA 


KNRR 18 


Application form can be obtained from above mentioned colleges or at Brilliant 
Grammar High School, Shalivahananagar, Dilsukhnagar, Hyderabad, by paying 
Application fee Rs.500/-. Filled in application from shall be submitted on or before 
05-10-2024. The Admissions will be made as per the guidelines of Telangana state 
council of higher education, Telangana State. 


Contact: 9701340896 / 9985656390 / 9441953530 


Sdi- 
Secretary 
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Hyderabad 
register big 
victory 

Vv 


Hyderabad registered a 
thumping 115-run win 
over Meghalaya in the 
group C clash of the 
BCCI Jr Women’s U-19 
T20 Trophy in Rajkot 
on Thursday. Brief 
Scores: Hyderabad CA 
146/7 in 20 overs 
(Sandhya Gora 52, K 
Nidhi 53) bt Meghalaya 
CA 31in 12.1 overs (K 
Vaishav Yadav 2/5, Ke- 
sari Drithi 2/2). 


HYDERABAD 
Karate 
nationals on 


November 3 
Vv 


The 19th Open National 
Karate Championship 
2024 was officially un- 
veiled in Hyderabad on 
Thursday, with the 
tournament set to be 
held at the Kotla Vijaya 
Bhaskar Reddy Indoor 
Stadium, Yousufguda, 
on November 3. During 
the event, Mani, Chair- 
man of Ravindra 
Bharathi Group of 
Schools, highlighted 
the vital role of sports 
in promoting both 
physical and mental 
well-being. 


News from 


SPORT 


Real Madrid stunned! 


Lose 0-1 to Lille; Liverpool, Villa, Juventus secure wins in Champions League 


AP 
MADRID 


Kylian Mbappe came off the 
bench but couldn't prevent 
defending champion Real 
Madrid from losing 1-0 at 
unheralded Lille in the re- 
vamped Champions League. 

With Mbappe a substitute 
after a minor hamstring in- 
jury, the opening goal came 
from Canada _ striker 
Jonathan David’s penalty 
deep into first-half stoppage 
time. A video review ruled 
that midfielder Eduardo Ca- 
mavinga handled the ball. 

David scored a hat trick 
last weekend and shot confi- 
dently past goalkeeper An- 
driy Lunin, who was replac- 
ing the injured Thibaut 
Courtois. Mbappe came on 
in the 57th. It was Madrid’s 
first loss in the competition 
since a 4-0 hammering by 
Manchester City in the 2023 
semifinal return leg. 

Real Madrid coach Carlo 
Ancelotti did not excuse his 
players. “We made a lot of 
errors, In the first half, we 
had a lot of issues in the 
transitions,” he said. “We 
weren't aggressive enough. 
We weren't able to create 
chances, we weren't great in 
possession. We were slow, 
we lacked ideas. We have 
forwards that need to play 
vertically, and, if we can’t 
supply that, it’s difficult. ... It 
was the same the last time 
we lost a match.” Madrid 
hadn't lost in 36 official 
matches, since a 4-2 defeat 
in extra time to Atletico 
Madrid in the Copa del Rey 
in January. 

A brighter note saw Brazil 
teenager Endrick becoming 


Real Madrid's Endrick (left) and Lille’s Gabriel Gudmundsson vie for the ball during their match. 


the youngest Champions 
League starter for Madrid at 
18 years, 73 days old. He sur- 
passed the mark set by for- 
mer Madrid great Ratl 
Gonzalez, who was 18 years, 
78 days old when he faced 
Ajax in 1995, 

Liverpool coach Arne Slot 
got his first taste of a Euro- 
pean night at Anfield and 
saw his team beat Bologna 2- 


Badruka College triumph 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Badruka Degree College tri- 
umphed over St Mary’s Se- 
cunderabad in the Osmania 
University Inter College 
Badminton Championship 
at Chaitanya Bharathi Insti- 
tute of Technology, Hyder- 
abad on Thursday. 

In singles, Mohith Kumar 
dominated Rishi with a 15-5, 
16-14 win, while Tejas 
Kumar staged an impressive 
comeback to defeat Manith 


7-15, 15-12, 15-6, sealing 
Badruka’s victory. 

Horoscope 
ARIES 


Aries (March 21-April 20) 
You may find it dif- 
} ficult to quit loss- 
making activity. 
But, how long will 
you continue to 
play with it? You must know 
you can't keep experimenting 
with new initiatives or projects 
for long. Failures will teach you 
some new lessons and people 
learning from failures will be 
successful. If you don’t learn 
fresh lessons, you may end up 
in failure. 


TAURUS 
(April 21-May 21) 
With Jupiter tran- 
siting celestial 
home in full 


strength under 

Saturn's influence, 
you may look serious on main- 
taining clean ambience around 
you. You will look determined in 
enforcing discipline at home 
and the workplace to ensure hy- 
gienic looks around. You may 


find some of your employees 
may irritate you. You will be 
ready to give an earful. 
(May 22- June 21) 
With Nodes squar- 

4) Mars, you may be 

: easily misled into 
tions of others. It is because of 
your dilly-dallying nature that 
interfere in your affairs and in- 
fluence the decisions. Try to be 
sion-making so that others may 
not be able to dabble in your af- 


not sticking to timings and it 
GEMINI 
ing your tormentor 
accepting sugges- 
people around find it possible to 
strong and independent in deci- 
fairs quite frequently. 


Badruka Degree College's Mohith Kumar in action. 


RESULTS: Bhavans College 
Sanikpuri bt Avanthi Degree 
College 2-0 - Bhawyanth bt 
Yashneel 15-4, 15-2; Siddarth 
bt Chandra Shekar 15-2, 15- 


CANCER ° 


(June 22- July 22) 
Others may look per- 
plexed with your 
\S@¢/, mindset. Friends or 
elders at home may 
find you relaxing or 
wavering on impending initia- 
tives. It seems you are suffering 
from feelings of inferiority com- 
plex that, despite hard work, 
you are not getting proper 
recognition. This may not be 
correct approach as it can erode 


your concentration. You need to 
begin working seriously. 
LEO 

(July 23-Aug. 23) 

Debilitation of Mars 
may force you to 
maintain a low 
profile but it may 

highlight some of 
your unique qualities. With Sat- 
urn and Jupiter squaring each 
other, you may not be able to 
restrain yourself from taking 
controversial decisions. You 
may now get ready to impose 
your will on others while forcing 
them to reconsider their stance 
on key issues. 


VIRGO 
(Aug. 24-Sept. 23) 
With Saturn feel- 
ing comfortable 
in your oppos- 


ing ruling quar- 
ters, you will find 
time to ponder over problems 
in career. You may feel you 
are not as planned as some of 
your colleagues in shaping up 
career. With Venus elegantly 
disposed towards you, you 
may think of milestones to 
reach and goals to achieve. 
You will form strong opinion 
on consolidating your career. 


5; Badruka Degree College 
bt St Mary's Secunderabad 
2-1- Mohith Kumar bt Rishi 
15-5, 16-14; Tejas Kumar bt 
Manith 7-15, 15-12, 15-6. 


LIBRA 
(Sept. 24-Oct. 23) 
Try to play cards 
* close to your 


chest. The quality 
-) KS of being outspo- 
ken is always good 
but there may be occasions 
that ask you to keep plans to 
yourself. Don't reveal ideas to 
others if they are in initial 
stage. If you have finalised an 
action plan to implement the 
initiatives, then you may share 
them with others. This should 
be the policy. 


SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 


You may be part of 
‘> a team of experts 
working on fixed 

= targets at the 

workplace. If you 
want to stand up in competi- 
tive spirit and hog the lime- 
light, you should try to treat 
the team targets as personal 
targets. Despite having per- 
sonal targets, you should aim 
at achieving team targets so 
that you will not fall short of in- 
dividual targets. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 

With Moon set to 
move into debil- 
itation zone, 
you may create 

an impression that 
you have not given free hand 
to family members at home or 
to people working with you at 
the workplace. With Northern 
Node guiding your attitude, 
people around are liable to 
form negative opinions about 
you. So, slightest deviations 
on your part may send wrong 
signals. 


0, thanks to goals from mid- 
fielder Alexis Mac Allister 
and prolific forward Mo- 
hamed Salah, who set up the 
first goal. 

Salah teased the defense 
with an llth-minute cross for 
Mac Allister to score from 
close range and curled in a 
rising shot in the 75th as Liv- 
erpool carried over the con- 
fidence from easing past AC 


Milan 3-1 at San Siro two 
weeks ago. Bologna, playing 
in the competition for the 
first time in 60 years, is still 
looking for a goal after 
drawing 0-0 with Shakhtar 
Donetsk in the first round. 
Super sub strikes again 
substitute Jhon Duran 
scored a late winner to give 
Aston Villa another 1-0 win 
over Bayern Munich. When 


the sides met in the 1982 Eu- 
ropean Cup final, Villa won 
1-0 in a big upset. Coach 
Unai Emery sent the 20- 
year-old Duran on in the 
70th and the Colombia for- 
ward — who has made a 
habit of scoring goals from 
the bench — did it again 
with a brilliant left-footed 
effort from around 25 meters 
to beat Bayern goalkeeper 
Manuel Neuer. 

Juventus wins despite 
goalkeeper’s red card. Ju- 
ventus had goalkeeper 
Michele Di Gregorio sent off 
in the 59th for a handball yet 
still won 3-2 at Leipzig. 
Slovenia forward Benjamin 
Sesko scored both goals for 
Leipzig but Dusan Vlahovic 
did the same for 10-man Juve 
before Francisco Conceicgao 
netted in the 82nd. 

Bad night all around for 
Madrid Kerem Akturkoglu, 
veteran Angel Di Maria, 
Alexander Bah and Orkun 
Kokcu scored for Benfica in 
a 4-0 rout of Atletico 
Madrid. Benfica’s victory 
equaled the biggest winning 
margin by a Portuguese 
team against a Spanish one 
in Europe’s elite club com- 
petition. They also claimed 
the other victory, defeating 
Real Madrid 5-1 back in Feb- 
ruary 1965. 


Other matches 

Atalanta and Feyenoord got 
their first wins in the com- 
petition’s second round of 
matches. Italian team Ata- 
lanta coasted to a 3-0 win 
over Ukraine’s Shakhtar 
while Dutch club Feyenoord 
secured a gritty 3-2 win at 
tournament newcomer 
Girona. 


Gauff fights back 
to reach semis 


Beats Yuliia in China Open 


BEUING 


Sixth-ranked Coco Gauff 
again made a slow start and 
had to rally to beat Ukrain- 
ian qualifier Yuliia Staro- 
dubtseva 2-6, 6-2, 6-2 to 
make the China Open semi- 
finals on Thursday. 

Gauff will next play Paula 
Badosa of Spain, who earlier 
ended local wild card Zhang 
Shuai’s unexpected run at 
the title. The No. 115-ranked 
Yuliia Starodubtseva had 
not lost a set in her three 
matches this week and 
quickly took the lead, mak- 
ing 10 winners and holding 
Gauff to zero in an error- 
strewn first. 

Gauff also lost the first set 
against Naomi Osaka in the 
previous round before 
Osaka retired because of a 
lower back injury. The 
American helped to carry 
Osaka’s bags off the court. 
Former U.S. Open cham- 
pion Gauff needed to find a 
response against Starodubt- 
seva and saved two break 
points in her opening serv- 
ice game of the second set. 
A service break propelled 
Gauff ahead 3-1. 

After another narrow es- 
cape on her next service 
game, Gauff lost only three 
more games for the rest of 
the match. Zhang Shuai’s 
drought-busting week came 
to a shuddering halt as Ba- 
dosa continued her own 
resurgence in a 6-1, 7-6 (4) 
victory in their quarterfinal. 
The Spaniard has won 28 of 
her last 35 matches dating to 
May and made the semifi- 
nals of three of her past five 
tournaments. There was 


eee 


Coco Gauff in action. 


also a run to the U.S. Open 
quarterfinals last month. 

But the story of the week 
has been the 35-year-old 
Zhang, who entered the 
China Open on a 24-match 
losing streak — the second 
longest in the Open era — 
and ranked No. 595. She did- 
n't drop a set in four 
matches this week. 

The Chinese had no an- 
swer, though, to Badosa’s 
fast start as the Spaniard 
made three service breaks 
to comfortably claim the 
opening set. 

It was much closer in the 
second set as Badosa found 
herself down 3-1. 


Shanghai Masters 

Italy’s Matteo Berrettini 
bounced back from the dis- 
appointment of an injury 
ending his Japan Open last 
week by squeezing past 
Christopher O’Connell 7-6, 
(9) 7-6 (6) in the Shanghai 
first round. ap 


TG shooters win 22 medals in South Zone Championship 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Telangana shooters shone 
brightly at the recently con- 
cluded XV South Zone 
Shooting Championship, 
held at the SATS Shooting 
Range in Gachibowli, Hy- 
derabad, clinching an im- 
pressive haul of 22 medals. 
Their tally included ll 
golds, 6 silvers, and 5 bronze 
medals, underscoring their 
dominance in the competi- 
tion. 
RESULTS: TG medallist: Gold: 
Fazal Ahmed Shoeb Mo- 
hammed, Clay Pigeon Double 


J UB Sastry 
CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 

As Mars favours 
you, things seem 
to be happening in 
your favour at the 

workplace but you 

may find irritants creeping in at 
the last minute. Expectations of 
elevation or being shifted to key 
segments may not materialise 
despite indications to that af- 
fect. Your worth and value may 
seem going up but due toa 
plethora of issues, things may 
stand as they are, 
AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
As Saturn contin- 
« ues to guard ex- 
« ,  penditure zone, 
y] you may feel that 
expenses have gone 
up and you have entered an era 
of melting down revenues, 
Surely, you may witness slight 
increase in revenues but you 
may be jolted by multi-fold in- 
crease in expenditure. The neg- 
ativity of balance sheet may be 
due to skyrocketing of essen- 
tials’ prices on domestic front. 
PISCES 
(Feb. 20-March 20) 

With Mercury's 

combustion con- 
*E,. tinuing, you may 

hate speaking 

truths. You may 

think telling the truth serves no 
purpose, and convenience and 
self-interests remain a guiding 
factor for you. You may not be 
conscious but your statements 
and actions may mislead others. 
You will feel elated for no rea- 
son. There would be people to 
judge your statements and ac- 
tions for coherence. 


Medal winners of the South Zone Shooting Championship. 


Trap Shooting (NR), Champi- 
onship Master Men (Individ- 
ual); Mohammed Naael Khan, 
Clay Pigeon Skeet Shooting 


COMIC STRIPS 


(NR) Championship Men (Indi- 
vidual); Dr Tripuraneni Prab- 
hakar Chowdary, Clay Pigeon 
Skeet Shooting (NR) Champi- 


CALVIN & HOBBES 


YOU KNOW WHATS 
SO GREAT ABOUT THE 
™ LIBRARY? 4 


Look out!’ LOOK 
OUT? THERE'S NO ONE 


DRIVING /- 


| = 


onship Super Masters’ Men 
(Individual); Munek Battula, 
Clay Pigeon Skeet Shooting 
(ISSF) Men; E Anil Kumar 
Reddy, Clay Pigeon Skeet 
Shooting (ISSF) Super Master 
Men; E Chetan Reddy, Clay Pi- 
geon Skeet Shooting (ISSF) 
Master Men; Yuvek Battula 
Clay Pigeon Skeet Shooting 
(ISSF) Junior Men; Gautham 
Reddy Thota Clay Pigeon 
Trap Shooting (NR) Champi- 
onship Junior Men (Individ- 
ual); K Muktaruddin Ahmed 
Ansari Clay Pigeon Trap 
Shooting (ISSF) Senior Master 
Men; Kynan Chennai, Clay Pi- 
geon Trap Shooting (ISSF) 


Men; Akrama Mohd Nahdi, 
Clay Pigeon Trap Shooting NR 
Men; 

Silver: Mohammed Ashar 
Raoof, Clay Pigeon Skeet 
Shooting (NR) Championship 
Men (Individual); Mohammed 
Saleem Moosa, Clay Pigeon 
Skeet Shooting (ISSF) Master 
Men; Munek Battula, Clay Pi- 
geon Skeet Shooting (ISSF) 
Junior Men; Ahmed Ali Khan, 
Clay Pigeon Trap Shooting 
(ISSF) Junior Men; Mohd Mu- 
jahid Ali Khan, Clay Pigeon 
Trap Shooting (ISSF) Master 
Men; Mohd Mujahid Ali Khan, 
Clay Pigeon Trap Shooting 
(ISSF) Men; 


nya 


[aes 


TODAY AT SCHOOL, WE HAD TO. 


TO SAY & BIG WORD WE LEARNED 


IN FRONT OF 
THE CLASS 


WHAT WAS THE 


BIG WORD YOu 
CHOSE? 


HERE SIT THE TWIN RULERS DE JURE OF PLANET 
MONGO -- EMPRESS AURA AND KING BARII 


K / 
x a 
ERGON, LEADER OF THE POWER MEN, REPORTS THAT FLASH GORDON AND DALE 
HAVE INEXPLICABLY APPEARED, UNCONSCIOUS, IN THE CAPITAL CITY TUNNELS. 


“GORGONZOLA’ 


I GOT AN “A“! THANKS, MR. 8! 


"WE THANK YO! 
YOUR DISCRETION, 
ERGON. 


BEGGING 
YOUR PARDON, 
SIRES... 


Nees uu p10) 24 sDpulg sane, uy faye 


..-BUT THE POWER MEN 
ARE CIVIL ENGINEERS, 
NOT POLICE. 


so 

I’M HERE TO 

NEGOTIATE 
ON THEIR | 
BEHALF. 


Uae 
TelanganaToday 
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HEAPING PRAISE 


Hina strong 
girl: Shaheer 


Television star Shaheer Sheikh 
as revealed that actor Hina 

Khan is not only just strong 

but also “funniest, whackiest 


and wisest person” 


=. 


DATE LOCKED 


LAUDING PARALYMPIC ATHLETES 


WITHOUT DIVULGING DETAILS OF THE LOCATION OF HIS 
VACATION, THE ACTOR SHARES A STRING OF PICTURES 


he ‘Haider’ fame star 

Shahid Kapoor, who 

seems to be on a vaca- 

tion, has given a 

glimpse into his “happy 
morning”. 

Shahid took to Instagram stories, 
where he shared a picture of him- 
self dressed in a grey T-shirt paired 
with grey sweatpants and a black 
half jacket. He completed his look 
with sunglasses and posed stand- 
ing near some green plants. 

The actor is seen looking into the 
camera and smiling as he struck a 
pose for the camera. He wrote: 
“Happy morning.” 

The actor, who did not reveal the 
destination, on Wednesday, had 
shared a string of pictures and 
videos from the flight, where he 
was seen gorging on paneer kathi 
roll, which he said was “har vege- 
tarian ka go to!! (sic)”. He had then 
shared a video of himself chomping 
on the roll and said: “Kha daala 
(sic).” 

Shahid also shared a video of 
himself making faces at the camera, 
which he captioned: “I don’t react 
to turbulence.” 

Recently, Shahid was seen per- 


Gautham joins 


Thalapathy Vijay 


ilmmaker-actor Gautham Vasudev Menon 
has joined the star-studded cast of the ten- 


News from 


ENTERTAINMENT 


AMIDST NATURE 


Shahid will be next seen 
in ‘Deva’, in which he 
has been paired oppo- 
site Pooja Hegde. The 
film is directed by 
Rosshan Andrrews 


forming at the 24th edition of IIFA. 
He even spoke about whether he 
would ever work in south Indian 
cinema. He said, “I’m game for it 


but I have a fear of what if 
the audience down south 
is not happy with my 
usage of the language 
pertaining to correct 
enunciation of the 
dialogues. I don’t 
want to leave 

any loose ends, 
Hindi, I have (a 

good command 
on).” 

When asked 
which _ particular 
cinema from south, 
Telugu, Tamil, Malay- 
alam or Kannada he 
likes in particular, the 
actor said: “It’s the same for 
me because I don’t know any 
of them. So, whichever film- 
maker from south can trust me, 
explain to me properly and deal 
with all my questions, I’m ready 
to do it.” 

Shahid will be next seen in 
‘Deva’, in which he has been 
paired opposite Pooja 
Hegde. The film, directed 
by Rosshan Andrrews, 
will see Shahid in the role 
of a cop. 1ans 


Zz 


— 


Rajinikanth at his best in ‘Vettaiyan - The Hunter’ 


trailer for 


ust off your popcorn 
and prepare for a cine- 
matic explosion! The 
Rajinikanth’s 


for their own gain. A captivat- 
ing highlight is the glimpse of 
a potential face-off between 
Rajinikanth and Amitabh 


issues alongside the action- 
packed spectacle. 

Composer Anirudh 
Ravichander’s confidence 


further reinforces this notion. 
He believes the film will res- 
onate with audiences seeking 
both adrenaline-pumping ac- 
tion and content-driven nar- 
ratives that address relevant 
themes. The 2-hour-43- 
minute film promises an im- 
mersive cinematic experi- 
ence. 

The trailer delivers a po- 
tent blend of high-octane ac- 
tion, powerful performances, 
and a thought-provoking so- 
cial commentary. This combi- 
nation is sure to cater to a 
wide range of moviegoers. 


tatively titled Tamil film ‘Thalapathy 69 di- 
rected by H Vinoth. 

The official Instagram page of KVN Produc- 
tions made the announcement on Thursday 
along with a poster featuring Menon’s picture. 

The poster was captioned: “Inga Yenna sol- 
ludhu.. indha surprise update ungala thala 
keezha potu thirupirkum-nu Welcome onboard 
@gauthamvasudevmenon #Thalapathy69Cas- 
tReveal #Thalapathy @actorvijay sir #HVinoth 
@iambobbydeol @hegdepooja 
@mamitha_baiju @anirudhofficial @ja- 
gadish_palanisamy @lohithnk (sic).” 

Menon has made films such as ‘Minnale’, 
‘Vaaranam Aayiram’, ‘Vinnaithaandi Varu- 
vaayaa’, ‘Kaakha Kaakha’, ‘Vettaiyaadu Vi- 
laiyaadu’, ‘Yennai Arindhaal’ etc. 


Bachchan, raising the stakes 
and creating a buzz for their 
on-screen clash. 

Directed by TJ Gnanavel, 
‘Vettaiyan’ boasts a star-stud- 
ded cast including the leg- 
endary Amitabh Bachchan, 
who makes his Tamil cinema 
debut, Fahadh Faasil, Rana 
Daggubati, and D Vijayan. 

While the trailer keeps the 
plot details under wraps, it of- 
fers intriguing glimpses. A 
group of people are seen 
protesting against a brutal 
crime, hinting at the film’s po- 
tential to engage with social 


highly-anticipated upcoming 
film, ‘Vettaiyan’, has arrived, 
igniting excitement for its 
Dasara release on October 10. 
Packed with high-octane ac- 
tion sequences and a potent 
dash of social commentary, 
the trailer promises a film that 
will keep you on the edge of 
your seat. 

The legendary actor re- 
turns in a dynamic role as a 
stylish and resolute en- 
counter specialist. The trailer 
showcases his iconic 
charisma as he battles to erad- 
icate those who twist the law 


Ayushmann 
wins hearts 


Ayushmann Khurrana, who 
was last seen in the movie 
‘Dream Girl 2’, has lauded 
paralympic medallists, Avani 
Lekhara and Navdeep Singh. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER 


Akshay to 


in ‘Resident’ 


Akshay Oberoi, who was re- 
cently seen in ‘Fighter’ is set to 
take flight for his next project as 
he is delving into the psychol 


Tamannaah shares 
glimpse of ‘Odela 2’ 


amannaah Bhatia wished every- 
one “happy Navratri” on Thurs- 12. 
day and even shared a glimpse 
from her upcoming film ‘Odela 2’. 
The actor took to her Instagram sto- 
ries, where she shared a picture of her- 
self praying in front of the temple 
dressed in her ‘Odela 2’ costume. She 
wrote: “Happy Navratri #Odela2 
(sic).” 
This year, Shardiya Navratri dedi- 
cated to Goddess Durga commenced 
on October 3 and will conclude with 


the celebration of Dasara on October 


It was in March when Tamannaah 
shared the first look from her upcom- 
ing film ‘Odela’, a supernatural thriller 
film. On the occasion of Maha Shivara- 
tri in March, Tamannaah shared the 
first look from the film on X (formerly 
Twitter). 

In the image, the actor could be seen 
in maroon and orange clothes walking 
with a damru in one hand and astick in 
the other. She also had a Shiva “tilak” 


on her forehead. 

The poster had 
“first time ever 
Tamannaah Bhatia as 
Shiva Shakthi”, hint- 

| ing that she might 
| play a devotee of Lord 
Shiva. “#First- 
lookOdela2 I am glad 
to be revealing the 
first look on this aus- 
picious day of Maha 
Shivaratri. Har Har 
Mahadev! Happy 
Maha Shivaratri 
@IamSampathNandi 
@ashokalle2020 
@ImSimhaa @AJA- 
NEESHB @soundarl6 
@neeta_lulla @Sam- 
pathNandi_TW 
@creations_madhu 
(sic),” the caption 


read. 

‘Odela 2’ is the se- 
quel to the 2022 digi- 
tal release ‘Odela 
Railway Station’, 
which was based on 
the real incidents that 
happened in Odela, 
India. 

Directed by Ashok 
Teja, ‘Odela 2’ also 
stars Hebah Patel, Va- 
sishta N Simha in lead 
roles, alongside Yuva, 
Naga Mahesh, Vamsi, 
Gagan Vihari, Suren- 
der Reddy, Bhupal 
and Pooja Reddy. ians 


Lady Gaga’s 
low-key plans 
for wedding 


inger-actor Lady 

Gaga, whose latest 

film ‘Joker: Folie a 
Deux’ opened at the box- 
office on Wednesday, has 
shared the plans of her 
wedding with Michael 
Polansky. 

She recently appeared 
on Jimmy Kimmel Live’, 
and shared how she and 
her fiance Michael Polan- 
sky have some low-key 
ideas for their big day, re- 
ports ‘People’ magazine. 

“We actually talk about 
going to the courthouse 
just the two of us and or- 
dering Chinese food,” Gaga 
told host Jimmy Fallon. 
“But knowing me, also, it 
could become like a circus 
with unicorns.” As per 
‘People’, Gaga, who was on 
show to promote ‘Joker: 
Folie a Deux’, also revealed 
the romantic way Polansky 
popped the question. 


‘Mata ka darbaar’ at 
Shilpa Shetty house 


hilpa Shetty Kundra, 

who was last seen in 

‘Indian Police Force’, 
has set up a perfect darbar 
for Goddess Durga on the 
occasion of Navratri. 

On Thursday, the actor 
took to her Instagram, and 
shared a Reel of the decora- 
tions at her house in Mum- 
bai. The actor also cooked 
delicious prasad as offering 
to the Goddess. 

She wrote in the caption, 
“Jai Mata Di. May this 
Navratri bring strength, 
positivity and endless bless- 
ings to you and your loved 
ones. Love and light #Hap- 
pyNavratri #JaiMataDi 
#Gratitude #Blessed #Shub- 
hNavratri (sic).” 

Earlier, the actor shared 
heartwarming pictures with 
her baby boy on the occa- 
sion of ‘National Sons Day’. 
Her post highlighted the 
deep bond and joy that 


motherhood brings to her 
life. Taking to Instagram, 
Shilpa, who has 32.5 million 
followers, had shared a de- 
lightful series of vacation 
photos with her son, Viaan, 
along with her husband, 
businessman Raj Kundra. 

She wrote in the caption, 
“Happy Son’s Day my jaan 
my Viaanuuuuuu. You 
make me so proud. Thank 
you for choosing me #Hap- 
pySonsDay #blessed (sic).” 
Shilpa tied the knot with 
businessman Raj Kundra in 
November 2009. The cou- 
ple have two children, a son 
Viaan, and a daughter 
Samisha. Recently, she 
starred in the comedy 
drama ‘Sukhee’, directed by 
Sonal Joshi. It also featured 
Amit Sadh, Dilnaz Irani, 
Kusha Kapila and Pavleen 
Gujral. Shilpa essayed the 
role of Tara in the series ‘In- 
dian Police Force’. 


Ahan takes 
father Suniel’s 
legacy 
forward 


han Shetty, who 
made his debut with 
‘Tadap’, is taking his 
father Suniel Shetty’s 
legacy forward in the sec- 
ond instalment of the up- 
coming war film ‘Border 2’. 

Ahan joins Sunny Deol, 
Diljit Dosanjh, Varun 
Dhawan in the film which 
is directed by Anurag 
Singh. While ‘Border’ was 
based on the events of Bat- 
tle of Longewala, ‘Border 2’ 
is presumably based on the 
Kargil War which occurred 
in 1999, 

The conflict between the 
two countries was mostly 
limited. During early 1999, 
Pakistani troops infiltrated 
across LoC and occupied 
Indian territory mostly in 
the Kargil district. India re- 
sponded by launching a 

| major military offensive. 


Sabrina feels ‘so prepared’ for fame 


inger Sabrina 


Carpenter says 


dream realised” after thinking she 


she feels “so prepared” for mo- 
ment of fame. 

Carpenter, who has belted out hits 
such as ‘Espresso’ and ‘Please Please 
Please’, shot to fame as a teen star- 
ring in ‘Girl Meets World’, and went 
on to combine acting with her hit 
music career, which recently saw her 
perform at the 2024 MTV Video 
Music Awards. 

She told ‘Time’ magazine about 
how being a child star has helped her 
embrace the spotlight: “I grew up 
watching those (MTV VMA) per- 
formances and being like, ‘I want to 
do that’.” Carpenter added that her 
appearance at the event was “another 


would never make it to perform at 
the awards, reports 
‘femalefirst.co.uk’. “It all just seemed 
so — not even out of reach, just like I 
had a different plan in my head of 
when it was all supposed to happen,” 
said the singer. The singer-actor then 
talked about how she is able to em- 
brace fame: “I feel so prepared for 
these moments. If I was even 17 or 18, 
I think I would have been way, way 
more nervous and intimidated.” She 
shared she “literally threw up” when 
she found out she was going to be a 
musical guest on ‘Saturday Night 
Live’, and added that she would feel 
the same way at the Grammy too. ians 


